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WELCOME BACK!
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
WHEA Members,
I would like to welcome everyone back to another new school year in West Hartford. I hope that everybody got the chance to relax, even if just for a little while.
As we start this year off, please take the time to welcome our new members into the
WHEA and to make them feel a part of our Association family. I am looking forward to serving you as president for the next two years.
The school year 2009 – 2010 looks to be an exciting, yet challenging one for the
WHEA. We have a new Executive Team that will be serving you. Theresa McKeown is your Executive Vice President, Margo Walerysiak is your Administrative
Vice President, and we currently have a vacancy left by Paul Ribeiro for Treasurer.
We also have a PR person, Joyce Bogdan, who will be putting out a newsletter and
other public relations information.
We are also planning on bringing back our social hours and training workshops for
everyone. We are planning a social security and retirement workshop, a special
education workshop, and a pension issues workshop. Along with these, we will
have socials to get together and talk, mingle and discuss how our year is going with
one another. As our calendar gets filled in, you will get e-mails letting you know
what is coming up. I would also like more people to use the website, so we will try
to have it kept up to date with all the events being posted to it.

Special points
of interest:

Your 2009-2010
Executive Board:
President:
David Dippolino
Executive Vice
President:
Theresa McKeown
Administrative Vice
President:
Margo Walerysiak
Treasurer:

Visit the website at
www.whea.org

I look forward to trying to make it to every school this year and meeting with each of
you to hear about your successes and concerns, now that my schedule is more conducive to achieving this. I will make arrangements through your building reps for this.
I will also be looking for people to become more involved in our organization. We
Inside this issue:
are trying to bring back some of the committees that are in our bylaws but have been
neglected over the past few years, so if I ask you to sit on a committee, please consider it.
President’s Message
Our biggest challenge will be the economy and what it holds for all of us. Although
there is talk that we have begun to turn the corner, it just doesn’t feel that way. Connecticut is one of two states where a budget has not been passed yet. We need to be
politically active and get our legislators to do what needs to be done so that West
Hartford gets the resources necessary to maintain the best public schools possible.
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Again, I welcome you all back to a new and wonderful school year. It will be exciting and challenging, but if anyone is up to the task it is the teachers of West Hartford. CEA Summer Leadership
You are the best of the best and I look forward to serving you this coming year.

David Dippolino
WHEA President
860-236-5350
wheapres@gmail.com
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Unveiling the WHEA Newsletter
Drums are rolling. . . .
The premier edition of the West Hartford Education Association
(WHEA) Newsletter is here! The WHEA has been working for the
advancement of West Hartford’s public school teachers, children and
schools since 1928.
The purpose of our WHEA World is to keep members informed
with the latest news and highlight achievements of our colleagues.
The WHEA World will be able to showcase, highlight and share the
accomplishments of the top notch teachers of West Hartford.
Please pass along information about awards and achievements that
you and/or your colleagues have received for upcoming newsletters.
Please complete the “Award and Achievement Form” and send it to
the PR chair. The form can be found at www.whea.org

WHEA Recognition Dinner
The WHEA Recognition Dinner was held on Thursday, May 21, 2009 at the
Farmington Club. Several members were honored as they retired. They were
Donna J. Anderson (Hall), Chet Bacon (Hall), Joani K. Byer (Hall), Jeanne Camperchioli (Bristow), Douglas M. Lee (Hall), David Sklarz (Superintendent),
Simone Vrabel leCoutre (Hall), and Brenda Worth (Norfeldt).
Others that received recognition were Anne Coon, the WHEA Citizen of the
Year and Jasdeep Singh, Sedgwick 7th grade science teacher, WHEA Member of
the Year. The three finalists for the West Hartford Teacher of the Year were
Kristi Luetjen, kindergarten teacher at Whiting Lane, Jen Nagel, Sedgwick special
needs teacher, and Stephen Boyle, Hall guidance counselor.
Thank you goes to Carol Chase and Miriam Hostetter, WHEA Service Committee co-chairs and Conard teachers, for all their work planning the event.
This year’s dinner will be on May 20, 2010, at the Farmington Club. Mark your
calendars now!

Jasdeep Singh accepting the
WHEA Member of the Year
Award.
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Congratulations!
Welcome Back!
We begin this year
with a new team—
our new Superintendent, Dr. Karen List;
Mr. Timothy Dunn,
Assistant Superintendent for Administration; and newly appointed Dr. Eileen
Howley, Assistant
Superintendent for
Curriculum and Instruction. We wish
them well as the new
school year begins.

Kristi Luetjen at the
Convocation.

Congratulations go to Kristi Luetjen, “The West Hartford Teacher of the Year!” Kristi is a kindergarten special needs teacher at Whiting Lane School. At the
Convocation on Wednesday, August 26, 2009, Kristi
addressed the audience at Conard. Kristi inspired us
with her compelling message of her journey to becoming the “Teacher of the Year.” Her story “of incredible highs and incredible lows” along the way included
her team of supporters. She made it through with the
help of administrators, co-workers and friends. Her
students taught her that she could push forward by
their “desire to learn, their boundless energy and enthusiasm and their unconditional love for . . . their
teacher. . .” As we start this school year, let us remember the importance of Kristi’s lesson of team work—
appreciating, genuinely caring and helping our colleagues.

CEA Summer Leadership
Connecticut Education Association (CEA) Summer Leadership was held August 3rd
through August 5th at the Mohegan Sun. Several WHEA members attended and took
part in a variety of courses.
Phil Apruzzese, CEA President, opened the Recognition Dinner on Monday, August
3rd. Anthony Mullen, National Teacher of the Year, spoke to the attendees and U. S.
Senator Christopher Dodd gave the keynote speech. You can see videos of their
speeches at www.cea.org.
Melissa Lotstein and Jen
Nagel at the Recognition
Dinner

At the dinner Jen Nagel, special needs teacher, and Melissa Lotstein, 6th grade music
teacher, were honored with the Helen Keller/Anne Sullivan Award for their work
with Unified Theatre at Sedgwick Middle School. The mission of Unified Theatre is
to create a theatrical production equally featuring the talents of individuals with and
without special needs. The presentations are all student-directed and written. They
have an evening performance for faculty, family and friends.
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Hope Starts Here
July 1-7, 2009—The 147th National Education Association (NEA) Representative
Assembly (RA) was convened by President Dennis Von Roekel in San Diego, CA.
This is the Annual Business Meeting for the association. It is important to have
representation present in order to bring the WHEA and the CEA issues to the national arena. This helps to improve our member services by voting on new business items, amendments and resolutions that directly or indirectly affect each of us.
The members that represented West Hartford were President David Dippolino,
Brenda Key, Linda Gengel and Joyce Bogdan.
Standing from upper left Brenda Key,
3rd grade teacher at Duffy, Joyce Bogdan, ESOL teacher at Sedgwick, Linda
Gengel, reading teacher at Sedgwick,
seated Amy and David Dippolino,
Conard math teacher.

At a Town Hall meeting, the new U.S. Secretary of Education Arne Duncan met
with delegates and shared his ideas for the future in education. He discussed educational issues and listened to union members from across the country.
Besides new business items, voting, caucuses and discussions, a key speaker was
Anthony Mullen “National Teacher of the Year” from Greenwich and part of our
CEA. He gave an inspiring speech emphasizing the importance of our jobs teaching the children. He also discussed the history of the American education system.
He closed with touching remarks honoring teachers across the country that teach,
inspire and heal children every day. To see highlight of the Convention go to
www.nea.org.

Kudos go to:
Starting School
by Joyce Bogdan ©2009

Floyd Campbell a member
of the “Crown Imperials”

Floyd Campbell, 8th grade
English teacher at Sedgwick Middle, along with
Milton Riley, King Philip
Middle (KP) security
guard, reunited with their
New Britain High School
a cappella doo-wop
group, the “Crown Imperials.” They performed
in the spring at KP’s talent show and at Sedgwick’s Art Show/ Coffee
House. Campbell, a 41
year teaching veteran,

stated, “It’s great getting
together again to sing songs
that have so many fond
memories.” During the
summer they were a part of
the filming of “The Severed Inn,” a Legion Films
Production, directed by
award winner, Executive
Producer Aaron Vnuk, a
West Hartford graduate.
The film will premier in the
fall.

Classrooms ready, students walk through
the doors.
Returning students are confident and
happy.
Some new students are confused and lost.
Each one begins the year, ready to learn
and do their best.
Students reunite with friends, while
teachers reconnect with colleagues.
Review rules, procedures, responsibilities,
and rewards.
Everyone is enthusiastic as the first weeks
get underway.
It is that time of year, the beginning of
school.
Always exciting as we all are starting
school.
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Your Credit Union
Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union

All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers, and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union. The credit union
offers a wide variety of products and services, including savings accounts, checking
accounts, loans, mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000 surcharge-free
ATMs nationwide. Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are celebrating their
75th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s West Hartford office is located at 927 Farmington Avenue, near
Blue Back Square. Their Main Office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For
more information, including a form that allows you to sign up through the mail, call
Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext. 203. They can be found on the web at
www.franklintrust.org, as well as on Facebook and MySpace.

Quick Tips
•

“You must be the change
you wish to see in the
world."
--Mahatma Gandhi

•

•

Check out upcoming
events, the names of the
school representatives
(reps.), e-mail addresses
for the executive board
members and committee
chairs at www.whea.org.

•

All are welcome at the
•
monthly WHEA Representative (Rep.) Council
meetings. They are held
on the first Monday of
every month, at 4:00P.M.
at Conard High School in
room 169. Ask your
building rep.
•
Attend your Building
Rep.’s monthly 10 minute •
meetings. Stay informed!

Your new NEA/CEA
card will be in your mailbox soon. Check that
the information is cor- •
rect. If there are any
changes please e-mail
them to your rep. or the
Membership Chair.
Check out the home
mailings from NEA &
CEA. If you are not
receiving them please
•
contact your building
rep. or the Membership
Chair.
Questions, concerns?
talk to your building rep.
Stay informed with

school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Find out who received
grants from the Foundation for West Hartford
Public Schools at
www.fwhps.org. Plan
ahead and think of grant
ideas to submit this school
year.
To submit achievements
that you or a colleague
received, please complete
the “Award and Accomplishment Form” at
www.whea.org and sent it
to the PR Chair.

