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After the events in Connecticut this past December we look
at the strength of our town, our state, our nation and our
world. In the midst of tragedy there are always helpers. People are helping from around the world in so many different
Editor
ways.

Joyce Bogdan

We look forward to 2013 with hope, kindness and peace. We
look to our colleagues with renewed spirits to share our experiences and to forge forward with our purpose to serve our
students. We look to the West Hartford Public School Mission Statement which is “to inspire and prepare all students to
realize their potential and to enhance our global community.”
Let us hope for the best year in 2013.
Happy New Year!
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WHEA News
Meetings/Workshops
The West Hartford Education Association (WHEA) and Robyn KaplanCho, CEA Program Development Specialist, are presenting “Mythbusters:
Understanding Your Legal Rights and Responsibilities in the Special Education Process.” This will take place on Monday, February 4, 2013 along with
Rep. Council. Also a workshop on Retirement will be on Thursday, March
28, 2013. Both will be held at Sedgwick in the Multi Purpose Room from
4:15 PM until 6:30 PM. Please RSVP to the WHEA office.

‘WHEA World’ Purpose
The WHEA has been working for the advancement of
West Hartford’s public school teachers, children and
schools since 1928.
The purpose of our ‘WHEA World’ newsletter is to
keep members informed about the latest news and
achievements of our colleagues.
Please pass along news, awards and achievements about
you and your colleagues so that we can publish the information in upcoming newsletters. Please send the
‘News Form’ to the PR chair at wheaworld@whea.org.
The form can be found on the last page of this edition.
Let’s share our wonderful accomplishments with our
colleagues!

Kindness
By Joyce Bogdan

Do unto others
The same in return.
Be nice, generous and thoughtful.
Your acts of kindness
Will come back to you
Tenfold.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Officers and Your Representatives
Rep. Council Officers: President David Dippolino, Conard math teacher; Executive Vice
President Thomas Devine, Hall social studies teacher; Administrative Vice President Lillian
Rausch, Charter Oak ESOL teacher; and Treasurer Allayne Sundt, Conard math teacher.
These officers assumed their office on July 1, 2011.

Building Representatives, Alternates and Committee Chairs for 2011-2012
Rep. Council Chair: David Simon, Hall
Vice Chair: Chris Islaub, Conard
CEA UniServ Representative: Sara Pomponi
Building Reps.: Aiken— Lisa Horan, Pat VanInwagen; Braeburn—Theresa McKeown;
Bristow—Greg Burns, Marcelo Pelliccioni; Bugbee—Jessica Grenier, Anthony Weber; Charter Oak—Adrianne Giammatteo; Conard—Carol Chase, Kim Hoffman, Hannah MarksHamilton, John Provencher; Duffy—Lisa Garand, Sheila Levanti; Ed. Center—Christine
Newman; Hall— Kristin Bieniaszek, Christine Bivona, Kim Hart-Kindelberger, Rob Loebell,
Michelle Nicklas, Michael Wilkosz; King Philip—Jenn Ukanowicz-Parrett; Morley—Megan
Wares, Tony Wilusz; Norfeldt—Trudy Davis, Mary Sheridan; Retired—Helen Hughlett;
Sedgwick—Joyce Bogdan, Linda Gengel, Jen Prigodich, Jennifer Tauro; Smith—Sharon
Courneen, Nancy Barton; STRIVE/WAAVE/ACHIEVE—Elisabeth Peterson; Webster
Hill—Jennifer Burkey, Debbie Kotler; Whiting Lane— Wolcott—Andrew Sparkes, Cathy
Fagan.

Alternate Reps.: Conard—Adam Linker, Sam Rader; Duffy—Brenda Key, Clare Taylor; Ed.
Center—Cheryl Curtiss; Norfeldt—Anne Forzley; Sedgwick—Monica Ahern, Ted Goerner;
Retired—Anna Mae Maglaty; Wolcott—Kerri-Lynn O’Neill.

Committee Chairs: Membership—Chris Islaub, Conard; PR—Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick.

WHEA Rep. Council Meetings
The WHEA Representative Council meets monthly to discuss issues of importance for our
teachers and schools. The meetings are attended by the elected Representative Council members and alternates from each school and are open to our membership. Most meetings are held
at Conard High in room 169 from 4 P.M. until 6 P.M. The dates for this school year are February 4, March 4, April 8, May 6 and June 10. The February 4, 2013 will be with the workshop at
Sedgwick Middle in the Multi Purpose Room.
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WHEA News cont.
Negotiations Team
The WHEA Negotiations Team completed their work. The contract has been approved by the
WHEA membership. It now needs to be approved by the Board of Education and the Town
Council. The WHEA Negotiations Team included Lillian Rausch, WHEA Administrative Vice
President, and the Negotiations Chair; David Dippolino, David Simon, Lisa Garand, Marcelo
Pelliccioni, Mary Sheridan, Ted Goerner, Theresa McKeown and Tom Devine. Thank you for
your many long hours of work!

Best Town
The U. S. News Best High Schools 2012 rankings are out! Out of Connecticut’s High Schools
Conard is ranked #2 (200th nationally) and Hall #6 (322nd nationally)!
See http://www.usnews.com/education/best-high-schools/connecticut.
CNN Money Magazine ranked West Hartford #72 out of 100 best places to live in the United
States for 2012. This ranking included “small cities with population of 50,000 to 300,000.”
There are several factors that are figured into the formula. One includes the West Hartford Public Schools.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Winter 2013 Trading Post
It’s that time again; time to clean out your attic, garage, desk, etc. and get your ads into the
WHEA Trading Post. This is a special opportunity for teachers and staff of the West Hartford
Public Schools to buy, sell or trade products/services in their very own classified flyer. While
working for you, the Trading Post helps to raise funds for the Henry Barnard Fund. This fund is
designed to help in the support of teachers across the state who retired in the decades when retirement benefits for teachers were meager. Your ad contribution will still be at work, helping
others, long after your garage or attic is empty. Thanks for your help!
Ads placed in the WHEA Trading Post:
•

Must be 50 words or less per item.

•

Must contain the seller’s name & home phone number. (No school phone numbers, please.)

•

Your check for $5 for each individual item must be submitted before the issue is published.
Checks should be made out to “WHEA” and sent to the WHEA office via interdepartmental mail.

•

ONLY photos in .jpg form can be included with your ad.

•

Ads must be received no later than Tuesday, February 5.

•

The winter issue of the Trading Post will be e-mailed to all teachers during the week of February 11, 2013.

.
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The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund
“The purpose of The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund (HBMF) is to help needy teachers who
have served but are no longer active in the teaching profession.” The fund was established in
1953 and named after Henry Barnard who served as the third president of CEA. It has been
helping teachers stay independent with financial and other assistance as needed. The WHEA
helps this fund by contributing. To learn more about The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund go to
www.henrybarnardfund.org

CEA
The new CEA officers are President Sheila Cohen, Vice President Jeff Leake, Secretary Cheryl
Prevost, interim Treasurer Tom Nicholas, NEA director Pat Jordon, NEA director Kathy
Flaherty. You can read more on www.cea.org.

Holiday Bear Project
This year WHEA continued to participate in the Holiday Bear Project sponsored by CEA. “The
Connecticut Education Foundation’s (CEF) Holiday Bear Project is the holiday gift-giving project that links CEA members, the public, and businesses with needy public school students.”
Jeff Leake, CEA Vice President and CEF President leads the Holiday Bear Project. The brochure states, “It can be difficult to bear the holiday season if you are a disadvantaged child. Bear
down for a worthy cause by sponsoring a needy Connecticut child. Your efforts will help
brighten a child’s holiday.” This project helped many children this year and many of you helped
by sponsoring a child. This year, students at Conard also took names of needy children and
their families in West Hartford, and they bought and wrapped presents for them.
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CEA County Council
CEA County Council was held on Thursday, January 17, 2013 at the Chowder Pot, Hartford,
CT beginning at 4 P.M. CEA officers presented their reports and business items.

NEA Fund
By Bob Brown, CEA Chair for NEAFUND
This is VITAL to our profession. Big money, to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars,
is now being raised to undermine public schools, collective bargaining and our union. The
only way we can fight back is political action—Congress, the President, and our state political
leaders make ALL of the crucial decisions about our profession. The NEAFUND is the only
way we can raise money to fight back. This money is used to support leaders teachers endorse, to run ads, and to influence political leaders to listen to us and do what we think is best
for public schools. We CANNOT use dues money by law—we depend on teachers’ voluntary
contributions. Please give something—even $10 from every teacher would help enormously.
Please send your contribution to the WHEA office through inter-office main, and they will
deliver it to CEA.

NEA News
Stay informed with National issues that are affecting teachers throughout the country. Check
out NEA Advocacy: Your Values and Activism in Action! at www.educationvotes.nea.org. Log on
and join today. Your voice is needed for action!
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2nd Annual Education Reforum ‘13
“Your Right to be Heard”
The CEA is continuing the Reforum Workshops. These are roundtable workshops that all
CEA members are invited to attend to help improve the teaching profession. What are the
issues? From the CEA flyer: Funding of your schools? Teacher evaluation and professional
development? Children’s well-being, school safety and climate? Layoffs, seniority, and fair
dismissal?
All workshops begin at 4 PM with registration and hors d’oeuvres. The program is from 4:30
PM until 6:30 PM. The Reforum for Hartford County is on Wednesday, February 13, 2013 at
the Sheraton Hartford South, Rocky Hill, CT. There are other Reforum’s around CT.
For a list of the other locations and for more information go to cea.org. To register, go to
www.cea.org/members/reforum.

!
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Around the World in 80 Minutes
On Friday, November 30, 2012 Webster Hill ESOL teachers Darci Melchor and Jeff Bette,
with the help of a team of parents and teachers, organized and celebrated Around the World in
80 Minutes. This multicultural event was shared by about 500 people. Families enjoyed beautiful, authentic costumes, foods, and dance. While enjoying the evening families learned and
shared information and artifacts about their many cultures.

Helping Others
Schools in West Hartford helped many families during the holiday season.
Morley continued their tradition with the Red Wagon Food Drive. The entire Morley community
comes together for this annual trip to the West Hartford Food Pantry. Students and teachers
bring their wagons filled with food in a parade to the Food Pantry.
Sedgwick social workers, Renee Kleinman and Christine Welch-Meier coordinated Helping
Hands which collected gift cards and delivered them to local families.
Debbie Friedman, Sedgwick seventh grade reading teacher, invited teachers and students to
write letters for the Macy’s Make a Wish Foundation. This helps children with life-threatening
medical conditions by granting their wishes.
Sedgwick art teachers, Rachel Martinelli, sixth grade, and Nicole West, eighth grade, and their
Art Club enjoyed their Holiday Wrapping Service. The faculty and staff brought in their gifts to
be wrapped in handmade, winter-themed wrapping paper with gift tags.
Diana Nagler, Sedgwick seventh grade technology education teacher, and her students donated
their mass-produced wooden cars, trucks and rocking horses to a preschool in New Britain.
Included with the hand-made toys were donated beanie baby sized stuffed animals.
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Artist-in-Residence
On Tuesday, December 4, 2012, Cardboard Artists took over Sedgwick Middle. Nicole West,
eighth grade art teacher, invited James Grashow, a Redding, CT artist, to present a morning assembly for eighth graders and an all day workshop for 20 selected students. Nicole said,
“Words cannot describe how wonderful Tuesday was for my students and me. The creativity
flowed for 6 hours straight and we all were exhausted by 2:50! We had a ‘picnic’ themed day.”
The artist’s website is www.jamesgrashow.com.
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Unmanned Arial Vehicle
On Wednesday, November 13, 2012, Anthony Truss, Conard technology education teacher,
and his two teams of engineering students visited Pratt & Whitney Customer Training Center
in East Hartford. They are part of the challenge to design a production level Unmanned Arial
Vehicle (UAV). This will be for search and rescue operations in New Mexico. The students
designed the navigation system, camera technology selection, air foil, fuselage, and communication systems. On December 13, 2012 they visited the Coast Guard Academy, New London,
CT. The state level winners will compete on the national level in a three day competition in
Washington D. C.

UTube 2012
Sedgwick’s Unified Theatre presented their ninth performance on November 15 and 16, 2012.
Faculty Advisors Melissa Lotstein, sixth grade music teacher, and Denise Brezinski, Extraordinary Needs paraprofessional, said that the show is totally student directed. It included sixteen
student created skits. There were also three dance performances by the entire cast. The mission of Unified Theatre is to create and support theatrical troupes equally featuring the talents
of individuals with and without special need.
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Congratulations!
Christine Newman, town-wide math curriculum specialist, on the publication of her article
“Our Journey to the Core”. It was published in the New England Mathematics Journal, May
2012.
On October 24, 2012 presentations were made at the Fall Open Institute of the Central CT
Writing Project. The Institute focused on digital writing. Those that presented included Britney Zieller, Norfeldt fourth grade teacher and Ashley Callan, reading specialist at Norfedlt and
Morley.
Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick ESOL teacher, on the publication of her article “New Ways to Encourage Oral Language.” It was published in The Newsletter of the Intensive English Programs Interest Section (IEPIS), from TESOL International Assoc., November 2012.
Rachel Kane, Sedgwick sixth grade technology education teacher, received a REC Foundation
VEX Grant. This will provide robotics equipment for the school so that the students can participate in the VEX Robotics Competition (VRC) Program.
Dr. Sarah Faulkner, Sedgwick eighth grade science teacher, has taken a new position at CREC
as a secondary Science Curriculum Specialist.
Sedgwick sixth grade teachers Meghan Gaignard, English, and Matt Celio, social studies, received the ranking of ‘Superior’ for the Sedgwick Scroll. This was from the National Council of
Teachers of English (NCTE) Program to Recognize Excellence in Student Literary Magazines.

WHEA WORLD
Kudos go to cont.:

Jan. 2013

Page 13

Board of Education Awards
Kathy Hardesty, Gifted and Talented teacher, led students from the Smith Quest program to
the First Lego League (FLL) Yearly Challenge. The participants, some from King Philip, won
First Place for Robot Performance at the Regional Tournament and Second Place for Research.
Robert Cersosimo, Conard physical education teacher, had been named a Hall of Fame Inductee by the Connecticut High School Coaches Association. This was due to his years of service
and dedication.
Shery Bober, Norfeldt French teacher, had been named 2012-2013 West Hartford Teacher of
the Year.
The Connecticut Boards of Education honors districts with the Award of Excellence in Education Communications. For Computer Generated Project, Whiting Lane teachers, Kim Hannan,
fifth grade and Johanna Cleary, third grade teacher were Award Winners with the Whiting Lane
online newspaper The Hoot. For Special Projects, Fine and Performing Arts Department Supervisor and Conard art teacher, Pam Murphy; Sedgwick art teachers, Rachel Martinelli, sixth grade
and Sue Gudat, seventh grade; and Amy LaRose, Print Shop graphic artist won for the ArtBeat
2012 poster.
Congratulations!
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WHREA Corner
Protect Your Money!
By Ken Sopelak
President, WHREA
As an active teacher the State withholds more than 7% of your paycheck. This money is
‘put aside’ for your retirement pension and Health Insurance Premium Account (HIPA).
Many teachers assume this money is protected. IT IS NOT!! The Legislature can change
the rules as they desire and the current law does not allow for a bargaining agent on behalf
of State Teacher Retirement issues!
This year, with the large State deficit, everything is being looked at. The safety of your pension and your HIPA accounts are in serious jeopardy. As an active teacher it is important
that you stay involved in the budget process. The West Hartford Retired Educators Association and its affiliate, the Association of Retired Teachers of CT, is already working on
your behalf. Our officers and lobbyists have met with the Governor’s key staff to gain their
support for protecting your benefits. The Governor’s staff made it clear that State Workers
and State Teachers’ Pension Funds and HIPA accounts are one of the major reasons for the
deficit! They were reminded that the deficits in the Teacher Accounts are due to a long history of the State’s borrowing from the accounts and underfunding their share of contributions.
Your help will be needed in the future. As an active teacher you may be asked to contact
your Legislator if the accounts are at risk. Whether contacted by WHREA, ARTIC, CEA-R,
or AFT-R, it is important to be involved. Protect your future. Protect your investment.
There is strength in numbers. If the need arises, make sure you write, phone, and/or e-mail
your Legislators.
If you have any questions and/or would like more information about WHREA, please contact me at whrea@comcast.net.
On behalf of the entire WHREA Executive Board, I wish you a happy and healthy 2013.
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Your Credit Union
Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.

MicroSoft ClipArt

Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
•

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

•

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10minute meetings. Stay
informed!

Quote:
“Kindness does
wonderful things to a
face.”
Dixie Doyle

•

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

•

Check out the websites
at www.nea.org look
for the member’s benefits page and
www.cea.org.

•

Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.

•

Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
complete the News

Form on the last
page of this issue.
Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.
•

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

•

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues
National, State News
In National News
The State of Connecticut has published online the database for the
School Performance Index (SPI) and the high school graduation rate.
For the Online School Performance Reporting see https://
state2.measinc.com/ct/micpi/.

Local News
You can access your local, state and national elected officials on the
West Hartford Public Library website at www.westhartfordlibrary.org.
For Board of Education (BOE) meeting documents see http://
www.whps.org/whps/primary-offices/boe-page/documents.
The West Hartford Board of Education approved the appointment
of Mark Zydanowicz to replace Ellen Brassil at their November 20,
2012 meeting. Ellen Brassil, a Republican, resigned for personal reasons. On December 4, 2012 the Board approved Jay Sarzen as the
newest member of the Board. Mr. Sarzen is a Republican and replaces Lib Brassil Spinella who resigned due to work obligations. Sarzen was a former candidate for Town Council in 2011.
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News Form
Date:
Name(s):

School(s):

Subject/Area:

Grade level(s):

Name of the Award or Accomplishment:
Description:

When and where was this received?
Why and how did you receive this honor?
Awarded by whom?
A quote from you:
Attach a photo.
Congratulations on your achievement! Please e‐mail this form to the WHEA office or to me.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. Thank you.

Joyce Bogdan
PR Chair

