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After a long winter we look to spring with hope for a beautiful season. We had several storms that closed our schools,
and we have six snow days to make up in June. We made it
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will be piloting the Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium Editor
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WHEA News
Meetings/Workshops
The CEA County Council will be held on Wednesday, April 10, 2013 at the
Chowder Pot in Hartford, CT. The CEA Officers present their reports and
other business items. Hartford County Board of Directors and CEA members attend this meeting.
On Sunday, April 28, 2013 join us for a Meeting with Legislators. It will take
place at Sedgwick in the MultiPurpose Room from 9:30 A.M. until 11:30
A.M. Join us for breakfast and voice your concerns to the Legislators.
On Tuesday, May 7, 2013 join us for a Meeting on Common Core. It will take
place at Sedgwick in the MultiPurpose Room from 4:00 P.M. until 6:00 P.M.

‘WHEA World’ Purpose
The WHEA has been working for the advancement of
West Hartford’s public school teachers, children and
schools since 1928.
The purpose of our ‘WHEA World’ newsletter is to
keep members informed about the latest news and
achievements of our colleagues.
Please pass along news, awards and achievements about
you and your colleagues so that we can publish the information in upcoming newsletters. Please send the
‘News Form’ to the PR chair at wheaworld@whea.org.
The form can be found on the last page of this edition.
Let’s share our wonderful accomplishments with our
colleagues!

A Bird
By Joyce Bogdan

Everyone has a song.
Be sure to sing yours.
Sing it loudly,
So that all can hear.
Then listen as others respond.
Answer with your song,
Each and every day.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Officers and Your Representatives
Rep. Council Officers: President David Dippolino, Conard math teacher; Executive Vice
President Thomas Devine, Hall social studies teacher; Administrative Vice President Lillian
Rausch, Charter Oak ESOL teacher; and Treasurer Allayne Sundt, Conard math teacher.

Building Representatives, Alternates and Committee Chairs
Rep. Council Chair: David Simon, Hall
Vice Chair: Chris Islaub, Conard
CEA UniServ Representative: Sara Pomponi
Building Reps.: Aiken— Lisa Horan, Pat VanInwagen; Braeburn—Theresa McKeown;
Bristow—Greg Burns, Marcelo Pelliccioni; Bugbee—Jessica Grenier, Anthony Weber; Charter Oak—Adrianne Giammatteo; Conard—Carol Chase, Kim Hoffman, Hannah MarksHamilton, John Provencher; Duffy—Lisa Garand, Sheila Levanti; Ed. Center—Christine
Newman; Hall— Kristin Bieniaszek, Christine Bivona, Kim Hart-Kindelberger, Rob Loebell,
Michelle Nicklas, Michael Wilkosz; King Philip—Jenn Ukanowicz-Parrett; Morley—Megan
Wares, Tony Wilusz; Norfeldt—Trudy Davis, Mary Sheridan; Retired—Helen Hughlett;
Sedgwick—Joyce Bogdan, Linda Gengel, Jen Prigodich, Jennifer Tauro; Smith—Sharon
Courneen; STRIVE/WAAVE/ACHIEVE—Elisabeth Peterson; Webster Hill—Jennifer
Burkey, Debbie Kotler; Whiting Lane— Wolcott—Andrew Sparkes, Cathy Fagan.

Alternate Reps.: Conard—Adam Linker, Sam Rader; Duffy—Brenda Key, Clare Taylor; Ed.
Center—Cheryl Curtiss; Norfeldt—Anne Forzley; Sedgwick—Ted Goerner; Retired—
Anna Mae Maglaty; Wolcott—Kerri-Lynn O’Neill.

Committee Chairs: Membership—Chris Islaub, Conard; PR—Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick.

WHEA Rep. Council Meetings
The WHEA Representative Council meets monthly to discuss issues of importance for our
teachers and schools. The meetings are attended by the elected Representative Council members and alternates from each school and are open to our membership. Most meetings are held
at Conard High in room 169 from 4 P.M. until 6 P.M. The dates for this school year are April
8, May 6 and June 10.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Recognition Dinner
The WHEA Recognition Dinner will be held on Thursday, May 23, 2013 at the Farmington
Club, Farmington, CT. Mark your calendars!

WHEA Workshops
On Monday, February 4, 2013 several members were at Sedgwick for a workshop led by Robyn
Kaplan-Cho, CEA Program Development Specialist. The workshop was Mythbusters: Understanding your Legal Rights and Responsibilities in the special education process.
Robyn Kaplan-Cho also presented a workshop on Retirement. It took place on Thursday,
March 28, 2013 at Sedgwick from 4:15 PM until 6:30 PM. Many of our teachers attended. You
should attend this workshop a few years before you plan to retire in order to understand all of
the information. For the location of other regional workshops see the CEA website.
Attending the Mythbuster Workshop: In the
photo on the left, from left to right are Greg
Burns, Morley third grade; Elisabeth Peterson, STRIVE high English; Chris Bivona,
Hall social worker; Theresa McKeown, Braeburn and Bugbee Quest; Allayne Sundt,
Conard math; Michael Wilkosz, Hall technology ed.; Tony Wilusz, Morley third grade.
In the photo on the right, from left to right
are Jessica Grenier, Bugbee first grade; Norfeldt teachers Trudy Davis, third and fourth
grade special ed.; Celeste Higgins, kindergarten and first grade special ed.; and Liz
Anderson, Norfeldt and Braeburn social
worker.

From left to right are Robyn Kaplan-Cho and
Theresa McKeown.
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WHEA & CEA News cont.
The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund
“The purpose of The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund (HBMF) is to help needy teachers who
have served but are no longer active in the teaching profession.” The fund was established in
1953 and named after Henry Barnard who served as the third president of CEA. It has been
helping teachers stay independent with financial and other assistance as needed. The WHEA
helps this fund by contributing. To learn more about The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund go to
www.henrybarnardfund.org

CEA
The CEA/RA will be held on Friday, May 10 and Saturday, May 11 at the Cromwell Crown
Plaza, Cromwell, CT. The annual business meeting will include elections and the awards for the
best union newsletters in CT.
The NEA/RA will take place on Wednesday, July 1, 2013 through Saturday, July 6, 2013. If you
are interested in attending any of the CEA events please contact David Dippolino.

The Mountaintop
On Friday, March 29, 2013 CEA sponsored an event to benefit the Connecticut Education
Foundation. The Mountaintop is a play that takes place the day before Martin Luther King Jr. is
assassinated in Memphis in 1968. TheatreWorks, 233 Pearl St., Hartford, CT was packed with
members from across the state. There was a reception at 7 P.M. and the show was at 8 P.M.

On the left is the set for The
Mountaintop.
On the right is Rob Ruggiero,
Director/Producing Artistic Director.
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CEA& NEA News cont.
NEA Fund
By Bob Brown, CEA Chair for NEAFUND
This is VITAL to our profession. Big money, to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars,
is now being raised to undermine public schools, collective bargaining and our union. The
only way we can fight back is political action—Congress, the President, and our state political
leaders make ALL of the crucial decisions about our profession. The NEAFUND is the only
way we can raise money to fight back. This money is used to support leaders teachers endorse, to run ads, and to influence political leaders to listen to us and do what we think is best
for public schools. We CANNOT use dues money by law—we depend on teachers’ voluntary
contributions. Please give something—even $10 from every teacher would help enormously.
Please send your contribution to the WHEA office through inter-office main, and they will
deliver it to CEA.

NEA News
Stay informed with National issues that are affecting teachers throughout the country. Check
out NEA Advocacy: Your Values and Activism in Action! at www.educationvotes.nea.org. Log on
and join today. Your voice is needed for action!
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Leading Students
Art Beat
The Opening Reception for Art Beat was held on Wednesday, March 8, 2013 at the West Hartford Art League in the Saltbox and Clubhouse Galleries. This is a District-wide art show that
showcases student’s artistic talent and highlights the valuable role of the visual arts. Each art
teacher selects only eleven works of art to represent their school. Thank you to all of the art
teachers for their work with our students.

Helping Others
Schools in West Hartford continue to help others around the country. Many teachers and their
students from all of the schools have helped by donating money to help those in need.
The Pennies for Patients fundraiser, sponsored by the P.E.A.C.E. Club at Sedgwick, raised
$541.42 for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. The advisors to the club are seventh grade
teachers Ania Wolczacki, English, and Areej Nitowski, science.
Diana Nagler, Sedgwick seventh grade technology education teacher, is the advisor for the
Knitting Club. Their hand-made knit wear raised $300.00 that went to St. Jude’s Children’s
Hospital.
West Hartford’s Cookin’ was held on Saturday, March 23, 2013 in the Town Hall auditorium.
This is the eleventh annual fundraiser for the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools.
Many education, business and civic leaders cooked, including our own WHEA President David
Dippolino. This is the major fundraiser for FWHPS. See www.fwhps.org for more information.
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Leading Students cont.
Kids’ Lit
On Friday, February 1, 2013 finalists for The Kids’ Let Quiz U.S. were at CCSU. Students
were from Duffy, Bristow and Sedgwick. Clare Taylor, Duffy fifth grade teacher, Chelsea
Smith, Bristow language arts teacher and Liz Natale, Sedgwick language arts teacher helped the
teams. Sedgwick’s team came in third place. The students work in teams of four to answer
100 questions in three hours. Since 1991 the Lit Quiz has been offered in the Canada, China,
New Zealand, South Africa and the United Kingdom. The United States is now included and
the winning U.S. team will compete for the world finals in South Africa in July. For more information see http://www.kidslitquiz.com/home.

Breaking Bread
On Wednesday, January 30, 2013 Hall Global Problem Solving class hosted Breaking Bread.
This year the group focused on food and was led by Liz Devine, social studies teacher. The
Capstone Project uses interdisciplinary skills to address the problem and complete the project.
They will continue to work on other projects during the year.
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Leading Students cont.
MathCounts
In February Jenn Tauro, Sedgwick eighth grade math teacher, led students at the Hartford
chapter MathCounts competition at the University of Hartford. She then had two of these
students qualify for and compete at the state competition in March. Jennifer UkanowiczParrett, King Philip math teacher, led her team to a third place overall finish at the State Competition, with two students ranking first and fourth as individuals. The top students advanced
to the Raytheon MathCounts. National Competition which will be held May 9, 2013 through
May 12, 2013 in Washington D.C.

National Spelling Bee
On March 14, 2013 the town-wide Spelling Bee was held at King Philip. West Hartford middle
school language arts teachers help their students to prepare for the Bee. A student from Sedgwick won the town-wide Bee.
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Leading Students cont.
Hello! West Hartford’s Year in ‘Revue’ Celebration
Chào, (Vietnamese Hello) Hello! West Hartford will be holding its Year in ‘Revue’ on Monday,
April 29th from 5:30 P.M. until 8:30 P.M. They are expecting a large crowd and an amazing
celebration. They are excited to celebrate Hello! West Hartford’s second year. It has been an
amazing two years with 17 videos produced involving elementary, middle, high and private
schools. The community has embraced this initiative and Hello posters can be found throughout our town.
Please come and celebrate Hello! West Hartford at a gathering on April 29, 2013 from 5:30 P.M.
until 8:30 P.M. at the West Hartford Town Hall at 50 Main Street. The event will feature two
years of videos and have languages represented with food, posters, artifacts or just people of
that culture speaking their native language. Imagine the music of many residents coming together to celebrate our cultural language. "Our ethnic and cultural background has shaped our
identities. It feels great to be recognized for who we are!" said Erla Kristofersdottir a resident
who moved to West Hartford from Iceland ten years ago.
Mark Overmyer-Velazquez from the West Hartford Board of Education will be presenting as
well as, students and cultural groups. Our esteemed Mayor as well as, many involved community members and organizations are expected to attend. Come and see the language tables
hosted by schools and neighborhood groups who want to share treasures from their country. “We love to share culture with our daughters like when we go to a Spanish-speaking staff
restaurant or go to a culturally traditional event such as a Chinese New Year celebration in
Manhattan,” shared Manuela Canales. “Hello! West Hartford is an incredible opportunity right
here in West Hartford for our family to learn about and celebrate other cultures.” Please come
and celebrate our town’s cultural diversity. Contact hellowesthartford.org for more information.
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Kudos go to:
CEA John McCormack Award
Clare Taylor, Duffy fifth grade teacher, received the CEA John McCormack Award for Teaching
excellence. It is a recognition for teaching accomplishments in multiple disciplines. The award
was received in Washington D.C. at the NEA Salute to Education Gala on February 8, 2013.
Clare explained that she was nominated by a colleague and then went through an extensive application process and panel interview with the CEA. The essay and interview addressed: innovations in the classroom, incorporating community resources and service learning projects, and
commitment to professional growth. After a state winner was selected, each NEA state sent
their finalist to Washington D.C. to be honored as their state representative. Clare said, “What I
did not anticipate was that the Pearson Foundation was going to ask each teacher to participate
in a Global Fellowship and offer the opportunity to go to Brazil in June to study global education.”
A quote from the NEA states: “The NEA Foundation believes that in order for students to be
prepared, for the global age, educators must first be supported as they gain, and enhance, their
knowledge, skills and disposition needed to teach in the global age.”
Clare wrote, “The Gala event and three days of Global Education training was a career high for
me. Teachers were treated as kings and queens and the glamour of the celebration was beyond
all imagining. It was an incredible opportunity to work with teachers representing every NEA
state. I can’t wait to travel to Brazil!”

From left to right are Clare Taylor and
Brian Neseralla.
The photographers for this event were
Brian Neseralla and David Dippolino.

From left to right are CEA President Sheila Cohen,
CEA Treasurer Tom Nichols, Brian Neseralla, Clare
Taylor, WHEA President David Dippolino, CEA Political Action Coordinator Conor Casey, NEA director
Pat Jordon, CEA Vice President Jeff Leake, and NEA
director Kathy Flaherty.
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WHREA Corner
Retiring This Year?
Protect Your Benefits Now!
As a future retiree, you should be aware that your Pension Plan and Health Insurance benefits are in jeopardy. Unlike active teachers, retirees do NOT have any bargaining rights. As a
result your pension and insurance subsidies are easy prey by Legislators and the Governor.
Currently there is a proposed Bill that would drastically change the Pension System for
BOTH retired and active teachers. Also, the State did not contribute its full share last year
to the Health Insurance Premium Account (HIPA) and will not contribute any money, as
required by law, for the next two years! This could bankrupt the Fund.
You can help protect your benefits by joining the West Hartford Retired Educators Association. Our members are working very hard on your behalf to protect your benefits by lobbying, meeting with the Governor’s staff, working with Legislators, conducting write-in campaigns and much more. We are an affiliate of the Association of Retired Teachers of CT
(ARTC) which is Connecticut’s oldest and only organization SOLELY devoted to retirement
issues. We also work cooperatively with CEA and AFT.
I would like to invite you to join our wonderful and effective organization. Our dues are
only $25 per year or $80 lifetime! We have a lot to offer such as benefit protection, mentoring, social events, newsletters, and much more. By joining now you will help to protect your
benefits. For a membership form and/or questions, you may e-mail me at
whrea@comcast.net or call 860-658-1560.
I look forward to hearing from you!
Ken Sopelak
President WHREA
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Your Credit

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.

MicroSoft ClipArt

Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
•

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

•

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10minute meetings. Stay
informed!

Quote:
“A bird does not sing
because he has an
answer. He sings
because he has a
song.”
Joan Walsh Anglund

•

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

•

Check out the websites
at www.nea.org look
for the member’s benefits page and
www.cea.org.

•

Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.

•

Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
complete the News

Form on the last
page of this issue.
Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.
•

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

•

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
In National News there is still discussion about the budget, immigration and gun control issues.
The State of Connecticut is deciding whether to include funding for
retiree health insurance in their budget recommendation to the Appropriations Committee. After the Appropriations Committee votes,
their recommendation will go to the House and Senate, so it is important for you to contact your State Senator and Representative.

Local News
You can access your local, state and national elected officials on the
West Hartford Public Library website at www.westhartfordlibrary.org.
For Board of Education (BOE) meeting documents see http://
www.whps.org/whps/primary-offices/boe-page/documents.
The 2013-2014 West Hartford school budget was presented by Superintendent Karen List to the school board. The $140.05 million
budget includes a $1.28 million increase or a 0.90 percent increase
over the current budget. There was a public hearing on March 27,
and the budget will be adopted on April 9, 2013.
The Town Manager presents the town budget to the Town Council to
be approved. The public hearings on the town budget were Thursday,
March 28 and will be on Thurs., April 11, 2013. The Town Council is
scheduled to adopt its budget on April 23, 2013.

WHEA WORLD

Mar. 2013

Page 15

News Form

Date:
Name(s):

School(s):

Subject/Area:

Grade level(s):

Name of the Award or Accomplishment:
Description:

When and where was this received?
Why and how did you receive this honor?
Awarded by whom?
A quote from you:
Attach a photo.
Congratulations on your achievement! Please e‐mail this form to the WHEA office or to me.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. Thank you.

Joyce Bogdan
PR Chair

