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WHEA News
Meetings/Workshops
Celebrate West Hartford will be held on Saturday, June 8 and Sunday, June 9,
2013 in West Hartford Center. WHEA will again have a booth for students
and their families to stop by and be greeted by West Hartford teachers. If
you are interested in helping at the booth please call or e-mail David Dippolino. Students will have a chance to sign up to win door prizes of gift cards
from Barnes and Noble.
Thank you to all who attended our meetings and workshops this year. See
you next year!

‘WHEA World’ Purpose
The WHEA has been working for the advancement of
West Hartford’s public school teachers, children and
schools since 1928.
The purpose of our ‘WHEA World’ newsletter is to
keep members informed about the latest news and
achievements of our colleagues.
Please pass along news, awards and achievements about
you and your colleagues so that we can publish the information in upcoming newsletters. Please send the
‘News Form’ to the PR chair at the WHEA office. The
form can be found on the last page of this edition.
Let’s share our wonderful accomplishments with our
colleagues!

Consistently
By Joyce Bogdan

One by one,
drop by drop,
into the jar.
Little by little,
consistently.
Then you can say
the glass is full!
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Officers and Your Representatives
Rep. Council Officers: President David Dippolino, Conard math teacher; Executive Vice
President Thomas Devine, Hall social studies teacher; Administrative Vice President Lillian
Rausch, Charter Oak ESOL teacher; and Treasurer Allayne Sundt, Conard math teacher

Building Representatives, Alternates and Committee Chairs
The slate of 2013-2015 Building Reps., alternates will be announced in the next edition of the
WHEA World.

Committee Chairs: PR—Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA New Officers
At the annual meeting of Rep. Council on Monday, April 1, 2013 the elections for new officers
was held, and the budget was approved. The new officers for 2013-2015 are President David
Dippolino; Executive Vice President Thomas Devine; Administrative Vice President David
Simon; Treasurer Chris Islaub; Chair Lisa Garand; and Vice Chair Hannah Marks-Hamilton.
They begin their office on July 1, 2013. Congratulations!

WHEA says “Thank You to Teachers!”
“The Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools gratefully acknowledges the donation from
West Hartford Education Association in recognition and appreciation of West Hartford Teachers on Teacher Appreciation Day, Tuesday, May 7, 2013. This generous donation will go directly
to the teacher mini-grant and in-residence grant program to support our mission of making innovative ideas a reality in our schools.”

WHEA Workshops
On Tuesday, May 7, 2013 WHEA held an Elementary CCSS Roundtable at Sedgwick Middle School
from 4:15 PM until 6 PM. It was a discussion about the issues classroom and special area teachers are having implementing the new standards. It was an opportunity to discuss best practices
and their implementation strategies. This was facilitated by members of the WHEA and CEA.
Several teachers attended.

In the photo from left to right are Sarah Pomponi, CEA UniServ Representative, and Michelle O’Neil, CEA Educational Issues Specialist.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA/WHAA Recognition Dinner
The WHEA/WHAA 53rd Annual Recognition Dinner was held on Thursday, May 23, 2013 at
The Farmington Club, Farmington, CT. The Master of Ceremonies was Dr. Jasdeep Singh, Hall
Interim Vice Principal. Speakers included David Dippolino, WHEA President, and Ken Sopelak, President of WHREA. Also speaking with their inspirational messages were Board of Education Vice Chair Elin Katz and Superintendent of Schools Dr. Karen List. The dinner was
planned by Laurie Noyes, WHEA office manager. We recognized many retirees, including Paula
Bacolini, Bristow and Wolcott Speech and Language specialist; Barbara Billings, Norfeldt library
media specialist; Carol Chase, Conard math teacher; Donna Fernandes, Hall earth science
teacher; Michele Griffith, Duffy second grade teacher; Plato Karafelis, Wolcott Principal; Brenda
Key, Duffy third grade teacher; Hunnie Klein, Norfeldt fourth grade teacher; Elizabeth Kupper,
Duffy second grade teacher; Pam Moffo, Conard physical education teacher; Sheila Nussbaum,
Hall guidance counselor; Jonathan Schwartz, Hall earth science teacher; Natalie Simpson, Braeburn Principal; Kathy Walling, King Philip physical education teacher. Best wishes in your retirement!
The Citizen of the Year was honored. Liz Grabber has been the music director and parent coordinator for the Sedgwick Drama Club for the past two years. She has volunteered for countless
number of hours and cares deeply about the students of West Hartford. The Member of the
Year is Mary Sheridan, Norfeldt Early Intervention teacher. Mary has served WHEA for many
years in many ways. Thank you for your service!
The three finalists for the 2013 West Hartford Teacher of the Year were Melissa Behrens, Smith
STEM School science teacher; Jeff Billing, Hall math teacher; and John Mastroianni, Hall instrumental music teacher and band director. The winner this year is John Mastroianni. Congratulations! Everyone had a wonderful evening! See more photos on the next page.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA/WHAA Recognition Dinner cont.
These are more photos of the WHEA/WHAA Recognition Dinner.
In the photo on the left from left to
right are Elin Katz and Dr. Karen List.
In the photo on the right from left to
right are Dr. Jasdeep Singh and David
Dippolino.

In the photo on the left is Mary Sheridan. The photo is courtesy of Mary
Sheridan.
In the photo on the right is Liz Grabber.

In the photo on the left is the
“Class of 2013.”
In the photo above is John Mastroianni.
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CEA News cont.
CEA
On Saturday, April 6, 2013 CEA held the New Teacher Conference at Mohegan Sun Conference
Center, Uncasville, CT. President Sheila Cohen spoke to the over 400 teachers who attended.
The teachers who attended had one to six years of classroom experience. The keynote speaker
was Dr. Joe Martin who spoke about how teachers change lives.
On Wednesday, April, 10, 2013 Hartford County Council was held at the Chowder Pot, Hartford, CT. Officers reports, Committees and Commission reports and the budget were given.
Members heard speeches from the candidates and new business was presented.
The 165th CEA/RA 2013 was held on Friday, May 10 and Saturday, May 11 at the Crown Plaza,
Cromwell, CT. The annual business meeting included nearly 400 delegates from the 160 local
affiliates in CT. They voted on new business items, adopted policies and held elections. Blaise
Messinger, the 2013 CT Teacher of the Year, spoke at the CEA/RA with an inspiring message
for all teachers. He teaches fifth grade at Cromwell’s Woodside Intermediate School. The CEA
Friend of Education Award was presented to retired CEA attorney Ron Cordilico. There was a
look back at the changes CT made in the past with the Bridgeport teachers’ strike. Also presented were the awards for the best union newsletters in CT. WHEA World won ‘Best Newsletter in CT’ in the 450 plus members category. Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick ESOL teacher and
WHEA World Editor, accepted the award. Awards given in other categories with fewer members were North Haven, Newington and Somers.
The election results were CEA Treasurer Tom Nicholas; CEA Secretary Pat Jordon; NEA Director Alternate Gary Peluchette; and CEA Ethnic Minority Director At-Large Faith Sweeney. The
budget was unanimously approved.
In the photo on the top left is Ron Cordilico,
and on the top right is the CEA R/A.
In the photo on the bottom left are the award
winning newsletters and on the bottom right
from left to right is Joyce Bogdan receiving
the award from CEA President Sheila Cohen.
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CEA News cont.
The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund
“The purpose of The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund (HBMF) is to help needy teachers who
have served but are no longer active in the teaching profession.” The fund was established in
1953 and named after Henry Barnard who served as the third president of CEA. It has been
helping teachers stay independent with financial and other assistance as needed. The WHEA
helps this fund by contributing. To learn more about The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund go to
www.henrybarnardfund.org

CEA Upcoming Events
The following are upcoming events from the CEA. Hands Across the Green, Golf Tournament
will be held on Monday, July 8, 2013 at the Glastonbury Hills Country Club, South Glastonbury,
CT. The deadline for registration is July 3, 2013.
Summer Leadership will be held on Monday, August 5 through Wednesday, August 7, 2013 at
Mohegan Sun Convention Center, Uncasville, CT. There are many workshops and sessions to
attend. Go to www.cea.org to register. After attending send your receipt to David Dippolino.
The NEA/RA will take place on Monday, July 1, 2013 through Saturday, July 6, 2013 in Atlanta,
GA.
The CEA has founded the Sandy Hook Memorial and Scholarship Fund. They have unveiled
the Memorial Design for a teacher-sponsored Sandy Hook Memorial. The sculptor, Marilyn
Parkinson Thrall, has designed a memorial that includes a teacher and three children. They are
surrounded by a circular stone wall and they are sitting on a circle of stone. As stated in the
‘CEA Advisor,’ April 2013, volume 55, number 5, “The names of the innocent lives lost will be
etched along the top of the wall, along with a dedication. Twenty-six lights will be installed
around the interior of the circle to illuminate the sculpture.” The CEA goal is to raise at least $1
million. If you would like to donate please make a check payable to Connecticut Education
Foundation and send it to: Connecticut Education Foundation, Sandy Hook Memorial and
Scholarship Fund, Capitol Place, Suite 500, 21 Oak Street, Hartford, CT 06106. For more information see www.cea.org/donatewithteachers .
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NEA News cont.
NEA Fund
By Bob Brown, CEA Chair for NEAFUND
This is VITAL to our profession. Big money, to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars,
is now being raised to undermine public schools, collective bargaining and our union. The
only way we can fight back is political action—Congress, the President, and our state political
leaders make ALL of the crucial decisions about our profession. The NEAFUND is the only
way we can raise money to fight back. This money is used to support leaders teachers endorse, to run ads, and to influence political leaders to listen to us and do what we think is best
for public schools. We CANNOT use dues money by law—we depend on teachers’ voluntary
contributions. Please give something—even $10 from every teacher would help enormously.
Please send your contribution to the WHEA office through inter-office mail, and they will deliver it to CEA.

NEA News
Stay informed with National issues that are affecting teachers throughout the country. Check
out NEA Advocacy: Your Values and Activism in Action! at www.educationvotes.nea.org. Log on
and join today. Your voice is needed for action!
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Leading Students
TSA Train Show
Sedgwick technology education teachers Cathy Lukas, eighth grade, and Rachel Kane, sixth
grade, helped host the seventh annual train show with the Technology Student Association
(TSA). The event was held on Saturday, April 13 and Sunday, April 14 at Sedgwick Middle
School. The show features model trains from Westport to Torrington Area Model Railroader,
a train simulator, displays by Sedgwick TSA members and hands-on activities. This is a fundraiser to help with the cost of the Sedgwick TSA members’ participation in the competitive
events at the CT TSA State Conference and the TSA National Conference and VEX Robotics
competition. This year the national competition will be held in Orlando, FL during the summer.

In the photo on the left is Cathy
Lukas. In the photo on the right is
Rachel Kane.
The bottom photos are the model
trains on display.
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Leading Students cont.
Larry Gareau and his Band
Robert Hopko, Sedgwick music teacher and band director, brought a wonderful concert to the
auditorium. On Friday, April 12, 2013 students and teachers enjoyed the band that featured
music by Duke Ellington and Thelonious Monk and learned about this era of music.

Rockin’ Out with Mr. Hip Hop
Kathy Miller, Smith STEM School physical education teacher, received a grant from the Foundation for West Hartford Public Schools for a week long program. On Thursday night, February 25, 2013, the Smith STEM gymnasium was filled with over 350 students, parents, and families to watch hip hop demonstrations and join in the fun. Each grade level performed their
own hip hop dance choreographed by Austin Dailey, the artist-in-residence. The families
joined in for one big dance party.
Austin was there all week in the physical education classes sharing his expertise in hip hop.
The week culminated in an all school assembly with demonstrations, teacher participation and
an all school participation. The school was jamming! Hard work and a fun week were had by
all. Austin will be returning on ‘All Children Exercising Simultaneously Day’ (ACES).
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Leading Students cont.
Welcome to West Hartford
Clare Taylor, Duffy fifth grade teacher, and her students wanted to help new members of the
West Hartford community. They researched information about new residents to our town to
make them feel more welcome. The students had a meeting with other interested community
groups in West Hartford. The students created a bulletin board with helpful information
about the town, and they created a survey to gather additional feedback from families. They
received 133 survey responses from newcomers and have been analyzing the results and creating charts and graphs. Students will be presenting a proposal to the Town Council on how to
make West Hartford more ‘Welcoming.’

Eurotour 2013
Scott Porter and Samuel Eurich, Conard music teachers, took forty-four students and four
chaperones to Europe during the recent April vacation. They toured Austria, Germany and
Switzerland, performing at eleven concert venues to bring our American music to European
audiences. This was Scott Porter’s tenth Eurotour and Sam Eurich’s first. The students were
very well received by their European audiences. The students experienced European culture
first-hand in the cities, as well as in small villages. It was a special and unique experience for all
that participated.

ESOL Multicultural Potluck
Katherine Prigodich, King Philip Interim ESOL teacher, ran the annual ESOL Multicultural
Potluck Dinner on Friday, May 3, 2013 from 6 P.M. until 8 P.M. Students created posters that
featured their hometowns which were displayed at the potluck. Students and their families
brought food from their countries to share with others. Everyone had a wonderful time.

In the photo on the left is Katherine Prigodich.
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Leading Students cont.
Hello! West Hartford’s Year in ‘Revue’ Celebration
Hello! West Hartford held its Year in ‘Revue’ on Monday, April 29th from 5:30 P.M. until 8:30
P.M. at the West Hartford Town Hall. Many people attended this amazing celebration for the
second year. In the two years there have been 17 videos produced involving elementary, middle, high and private schools. The community has embraced this initiative and Hello posters
can be found throughout our town.
The event featured two years of videos and languages represented with food, posters, artifacts
and people of that culture speaking their native language. "Our ethnic and cultural background has shaped our identities. It feels great to be recognized for who we are!" said Erla
Kristofersdottir, a resident who moved to West Hartford from Iceland ten years ago.
Mark Overmyer-Velazquez from the West Hartford Board of Education presented, as well as
students and cultural groups. Mayor Scott Slifka, many involved community members and organizations attended. There were language tables hosted by schools and neighborhood groups
who shared treasures from their country. Our neighbors celebrated our town’s cultural diversity. If you want more information about the group and upcoming events contact hellowesthartford.org for more information.
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Kudos go to:
Most Challenging High Schools
“Most Challenging High Schools” puts Conard and Hall in the top 400 in the U.S. by the WASHINGTON POST. Conard is in second ranking in CT and 388th in the U.S. Hall is in third
place in CT and 389th in the U.S. The criteria includes the number of students taking AP and/
or IB and advanced IB exams, and the graduation rate.
In US NEWS & WORLD REPORT Conard is in second place in CT and 218th in the U.S.
Hall is in eighth place in CT and 394th in the U.S. The criteria includes the college readiness
index, the number of students taking AP and/or IB exams, student/teacher ratio, and proficiency rates on standardized test.
In NEWSWEEK Conard is in sixteenth place in CT and 720th in the U.S. Hall is in thirteenth
place in CT and 629th in the U.S. The criteria includes the number of students taking AP/IB/
AIC exams, and the average scores on these, graduation rate, college acceptance rate, average
SAT/ACT scores and students enrolled in AP/IB/AICE courses.
With all of those numbers they are both top schools!
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Kudos go to cont.:
Congrats!
Dr. Jas Singh, Hall interim Vice Principal, on successfully defending his dissertation, focusing
on public middle school teachers’ empathy and the likelihood of them intervening in bullying
situations.
Clare Taylor, Duffy fifth grade teacher, on receiving the West Hartford Fire Department’s Citizen Award at the annual award ceremony.
Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick ESOL teacher, on publishing two articles in NEA ELL Caucus Newsletter. Her column is titled Connections to CT and the articles are ‘ELL Computer Reading Programs’ and ‘CEA Sandy Hook Memorial and Scholarship Fund.’
Darci Melchor, Webster Hill ESOL teacher, on having her article published in THE CONNECTICUT READING ASSOCIATION JOURNAL, volume 1 issue 2. The article is titled,
“Without Delay: The Case for Early Reading Intervention for English Language Learners.”

Board of Education Awards
The West Hartford Music Department was recognized by the National Association of Music
Merchants (NAMM) for being one of the ‘Best Communities for Music Education in the U.S.’
Quest programs were honored for CT History Day. The teachers included Jennifer Hunt, Sedgwick and Braeburn; John Carpenter, Bristow and Wolcott. The students presented their projects at Central Connecticut State University. Some students are advancing to the National History Day Competition in June at the University of Maryland.
The CT Technology and Engineering Education Association named Michael Wilkosz, Hall
technology teacher, as the Southern New England Championships VEX Robotics Teacher of
the Year.
Rob Cersosimo, Conard physical education teacher, received the Distinguished American Award
by the National Football Foundation Northern Chapter.
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WHREA Corner
Retiring? – Join the WHREA?
Congratulations from the West Hartford Retired Educators Association!
I would like to invite you to join the West Hartford Retired Educators Association. The
WHREA Association is your retirement organization of retired and active educators, 55
years and older, who have one goal in common . . . to get the most out of retirement by protecting and improving retiree benefits, assisting each other, supporting education, and maintaining and building new friendships. West Hartford is one of a few districts that have its
own retiree organization making us more capable of meeting your individual needs!
The WHREA is an affiliate of the Association of Retired Teachers of Connecticut (ARTC)
which is Connecticut’s largest retirement organization solely devoted to retirement issues! ARTC maintains a full time executive director, professional lobbyists, and a public relations consultant. The WHREA also works cooperatively with the CEA-R, and AFT-R!
Our Executive Board and membership are hard at work to have the Legislators fully fund
the Health Insurance Premium Account during the State’s financial crisis! The governor
does not intend to provide any funding for the next two years which could make the fund
insolvent by 2017! We are also working on a National level to eliminate the Social Security
laws which penalize retired CT educators.
Membership is open to any educator, 55 years or older. Dues are only $25 per year (or $80
lifetime). If you would like more information about the WHREA, please contact me at
kensopelak@comcast.net or our membership chairperson, Anne Keegan, at
afkeegan@aol.com.
May you all have a happy and healthy summer!
Best wishes,
Ken Sopelak, President WHREA

Page 17

Jun. 2013

WHEA WORLD

Your Credit Union
Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.

MicroSoft ClipArt

Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
•

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

•

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10minute meetings. Stay
informed!

Quote:
“Drop by drop fills the
pot.”
Duala Proverb

•

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

•

Check out the websites
at www.nea.org look
for the member’s benefits page and
www.cea.org.

•

Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.

•

Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
complete the News

Form on the last
page of this issue.
Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.
•

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

•

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
In National News there is still discussion about the budget, immigration and gun control issues. In state news Connecticut is deciding
about funding for retiree’s health insurance. The legislature’s Appropriations Committee has recommended including 25% state contribution to the fund for the fiscal years 2014 and 2015. The governor had
proposed no funding. The state law requires the state to make a
33.3% contribution but the governor and the legislature can override
this law. The Appropriations Committee budget has to go to the
House and Senate, so it is important for you to thank the Appropriations Committee for the steps in the right direction and to contact
your State Senator and Representative to encourage them to continue
to include the full 33.3% contribution.
The Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack, Governor Malloy, legislators and local leaders joined students at Wolcott for lunch on Friday,
April 5. They were there as part of the USDA efforts to support
childhood nutrition and to help raise a healthier generation of Americans.

Local News
The West Hartford Town Council unanimously approved the $241.4
million budget on Tuesday, April 23, 2013. The budget includes $140
million for the schools.
The Board recommended building a new $45 million Charter Oak
school. The Board also approved redistricting about 39 students from
Webster Hill to Duffy beginning in the 2013-2014 school year.
Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) was rolled out beginning on
Wednesday, May 1, 2013. Devises include laptops, netbooks, notebooks, iPad, E-reader, Tablets/slates, iPod Touch, Smart phone. No
gaming devices are allowed. The guidelines were reviewed with students and sent home with permission slips to be signed by parents.
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News Form

Date:
Name(s):

School(s):

Subject/Area:

Grade level(s):

Name of the Award or Accomplishment:
Description:

When and where was this received?
Why and how did you receive this honor?
Awarded by whom?
A quote from you:
Attach a photo.
Congratulations on your achievement! Please e‐mail this form to the WHEA office or to me.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. Thank you.

Joyce Bogdan
PR Chair

