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John Mastroianni, West Hartford’s Teacher of the Year, has
been named Connecticut’s Teacher of the Year. He is the Director of Bands at Hall High School. He is a professional
musician and is a well accomplished performer. He has
toured, recorded and performed with many famous musicians Editor
Joyce Bogdan
and with several symphony orchestras and on Broadway. He
composes and arranges music, plays in his own quartet and
Inside this issue:
his own jazz orchestra. He will travel to Washington, D. C. in
the spring to meet with President Obama and the U. S. SecreCT Teacher of the Year
1
tary of Education Arne Duncan. He is the CT representative
WHEA Officers
for National Teacher of the Year. The President selects that
Workshops
2
person in late March 2014.
‘WHEA World’ Purpose
John is an inspirational musician and teacher! We congratulate John Mastroianni!
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the Convocation.
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WHEA News
Meetings/Workshops
WHEA members check out the website at www.whea.org for current dates
and times for meetings and workshops.

‘WHEA World’ Purpose
The WHEA has been working for the advancement of
West Hartford’s public school teachers, children and
schools since 1928.
The purpose of our ‘WHEA World’ newsletter is to
keep members informed about the latest news and
achievements of our colleagues.
Please pass along news, awards and achievements about
you and your colleagues so that we can publish the information in upcoming newsletters. Please send the
‘News Form’ to the PR chair at the WHEA office. The
form can be found on the last page of this edition.
Let’s share our wonderful accomplishments with our
colleagues!

Amazing World
By Joyce Bogdan

This world is amazing
But to live the best life
You need to understand
Two main points—
To work and to love.
Do these two things
And accomplish it all!
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Officers and Your Representatives
Rep. Council Officers: President David Dippolino, Conard math teacher; Executive Vice
President Thomas Devine, Hall social studies teacher; Administrative Vice President David
Simon, Hall world language teacher; and Treasurer Christopher Islaub, Conard social studies
teacher

Building Representatives, Alternates and Committee Chairs
Rep. Council Chair: Lisa Garand
Vice Chair: Hannah Marks-Hamilton
CEA UniServ Representative: Sara Pomponi
Building Reps.: Aiken— Lisa Horan, Pat VanInwagen; Braeburn—June Mann, Theresa
McKeown; Bristow—Dino DeMonti, Marcelo Pelliccioni; Bugbee—Anthony Weber; Charter Oak—Adrianne Giammatteo, Lillian Rausch; Conard—Tim Decker, Hannah MarksHamilton, Allayne Sundt, Ron Wziontko; Duffy—Sheila Levanti, Christine Newman; Ed.
Center—Cheryl Curtiss; Hall— Kristin Larson, Christine Bivona, Kim Hart-Kindelberger,
Rob Loebell, Michelle Nicklas, Michael Wilkosz; King Philip—Shana LaPointe, Erin Rauseo;
Morley—Megan Wares, Tony Wilusz; Norfeldt—Trudy Davis, Mary Sheridan; Retired—
Helen Hughlett; Sedgwick—Joyce Bogdan, Ted Goerner, Jen Prigodich, Jennifer Tauro;
Smith—Sheri Probert, Marilyn Tracy, STRIVE/WAAVE/ACHIEVE—Elisabeth Peterson;
Webster Hill—Jennifer Burkey, Debbie Kotler; Whiting Lane—Deborah Kantrowitz, Michelle Lacroix; Wolcott—Amy Doherty, Cathy Fagan

Alternate Reps.: Bristow--Ofelia Bolduc; Conard—Adam Linker, Sam Rader; Duffy—Clare
Taylor; Norfeldt—Anne Forzley; Retired—Carole Fisher; Smith—Lesley Callahan; Wolcott—Eric Feeney

Committee Chairs: Political Action—Ted Goerner, Sedgwick; PR—Joyce Bogdan, Sedgwick; Social—Michelle Lacroix.

WHEA Rep. Council Meetings
The WHEA Representative Council meets monthly to discuss issues of importance for our
teachers and schools. The meetings are attended by the Officers, Committee Chairs, elected
Representative Council members and alternates from each school and are open to our membership. Most meetings are held at Conard High in room 169 from 4 P.M. until 6 P.M. The
dates for this school year are December 16, January 13, February 10, March 17, April 21, May
12 and June 9.
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WHEA News cont.
WHEA Social
The WHEA Social was held on Friday, November 15, 2013 from 3 PM to 7 PM at the American
Legion Hall, Blue Back Square, West Hartford. Many members had a good time enjoying the
company of their colleagues.

Above on the left from left to right are Emily Genser, Conard English teacher and Michelle LaCroix.

Above on the right from left to right are King Philip teachers Cindy Rodriguez, sixth and seventh grade reading and
Kimberly Quinn, sixth grade English.

On the left from left to right are
Elisabeth Peterson, STRIVE high,
and Norfeldt special education
teachers Trudy Davis, and Celeste
Higgins.
On the right from left to right are
Sedgwick teachers Ted Goerner,
eighth grade science, John
Tracey, seventh grade social studies and Diane Coburn, sixth grade
science.

Nov. 2013

WHEA WORLD

Page 5

WHEA News cont.
LGBTQ Advisory Committee
The LGBTQ Advisory Committee was established in June 2012 to provide a forum for all staff
members to help make the West Hartford Public Schools a welcoming and supportive environment. Teachers and staff members have formed different committees—to develop a social network, to make administrative forms more LGBTQ friendly, to work on relations with LGBTQ
parents and students, and for professional development.
The advisory committee has met three times. All staff are welcome to meetings.
Pictured below are teachers at a social event for LGBTQ families in West Hartford held at the
home of Tracey Wilson, Conard social studies teacher, and Beth Bye. Contact Tracey Wilson if
you are interested in becoming part of this committee.

Below on the left, from left to right are Tracey Wilson, Conard social studies teacher, and Jenny Dorl,
Bugbee and Morley ESOL teacher.
Below on the right, from left to right are Clare Taylor, Duffy fifth grade teacher, and Bonnie Arcari,
Braeburn physical education teacher.
Photos taken by Marcelo Pelliccioni.
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CEA News
CEA Officers
The CEA Officers for 2013-2014 are President Sheila Cohen; Vice President Jeff Leake; Secretary Pat Jordon; Treasurer Tom Nicholas; NEA Director Tom Nichols; NEA Director Alternate
Gary Peluchette; and CEA Ethnic Minority Director At-Large Faith Sweeney.

CEA Events
The CEA has founded the Sandy Hook Memorial and Scholarship Fund. They have unveiled
the Memorial Design for a teacher-sponsored Sandy Hook Memorial. The sculptor, Marilyn
Parkinson Thrall, has designed a memorial that includes a teacher and three children. They are
surrounded by a circular stone wall, and they are sitting on a circle of stone. As stated in the
‘CEA Advisor,’ April 2013, volume 55, number 5, “The names of the innocent lives lost will be
etched along the top of the wall, along with a dedication. Twenty-six lights will be installed
around the interior of the circle to illuminate the sculpture.” The CEA goal is to raise at least $1
million. If you would like to donate please make a check payable to Connecticut Education
Foundation and send it to: Connecticut Education Foundation, Sandy Hook Memorial and
Scholarship Fund, Capitol Place, Suite 500, 21 Oak Street, Hartford, CT 06106. For more information see www.cea.org/donatewithteachers.
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CEA News cont.
The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund
“The purpose of The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund (HBMF) is to help needy teachers who
have served but are no longer active in the teaching profession.” The fund was established in
1953 and named after Henry Barnard who served as the third president of CEA. It has been
helping teachers stay independent with financial and other assistance as needed. The WHEA
helps this fund by contributing. To learn more about The Henry Barnard Memorial Fund go to
www.henrybarnardfund.org

CEA Holiday Bear
This year WHEA again will participate in the Holiday Bear Project sponsored by CEA. “The
Connecticut Education Foundation’s (CEF) Holiday Bear Project is the holiday gift-giving project that links CEA members, the public, and businesses with needy public school students.”
Jeff Leake, CEA Vice President and CEF President leads the Holiday Bear Project. The brochure states, “It can be difficult to bear the holiday season if you are a disadvantaged child. Bear
down for a worthy cause by sponsoring a needy Connecticut child. Your efforts will help
brighten a child’s holiday.” This project will help many children this year. You can help by sponsoring a child. Contact the WHEA office if you are interested in helping.
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NEA News
NEA Fund
By Bob Brown, CEA Chair for NEAFUND
This is VITAL to our profession. Big money, to the tune of hundreds of millions of dollars,
is now being raised to undermine public schools, collective bargaining and our union. The
only way we can fight back is political action—Congress, the President, and our state political
leaders make ALL of the crucial decisions about our profession. The NEAFUND is the only
way we can raise money to fight back. This money is used to support leaders teachers endorse, to run ads, and to influence political leaders to listen to us and do what we think is best
for public schools. We CANNOT use dues money by law—we depend on teachers’ voluntary
contributions. Please give something—even $10 from every teacher would help enormously.
Please send your contribution to the WHEA office through inter-office mail, and they will deliver it to CEA.

NEA News
Stay informed with National issues that are affecting teachers throughout the country. Check
out NEA Advocacy: Your Values and Activism in Action! at www.educationvotes.nea.org. Log on
and join today. Your voice is needed for action!
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Leading Students
ING Hartford Half Marathon
Craig Archambault, Sedgwick seventh grade health teacher, led students in the ING Hartford
Marathon on Saturday, October 12, 2013. This year they are part of the Jeff ’s Running Partners relay program for kids and they raised money for Autism Speaks. Fifteen students from
Sedgwick ran with Craig. The team completed the 13.1 miles in 2 hours and 1 minute

9th Annual Memorial Golf Outing & Scholarship Event
The 9th annual Ashleigh and Jennifer Memorial Golf Outing & Scholarship Event was held on
Sunday, October 13, 2013 at Tower Ridge Golf Course in Simsbury. Ted Holmes Conard girls’
golf coach and Adjusted Curriculum teacher is a co-chair along with Kate Ford, guidance
counselor at Conard and Emily Genser, English teacher. This year five $1000 scholarships will
be awarded. This event has raised about $46,000 in the last nine years. This is a memorial
event to honor and remember Ashleigh Woodfield and Jennifer Hamilton, Conard students
who were tragically killed in a car accident on October 23, 2004 while driving to visit a college.
This year the net profit was $6, 200, the second best year in the nine years that the event has
occurred.
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Leading Students cont.
Author Visit
Neal Shusterman, CT State Nutmeg Award winner for his book Unwind, visited King Philip
and Sedgwick in October and Bristow in November. He has written more than 30 novels.
He spoke to students about how he comes up with his ideas and about the writing process.
He answered student questions. He also had a book signing event in October at Barnes and
Noble in Blue Back Square. The students, faculty and staff enjoyed his presentation. For
more information you can visit his website at http://www.storyman.com.

Smart is Cool Concert
On Tuesday, October 22 was Smart is Cool Day. The kick off began with a free Smart is Cool
Concert at the Town Hall on Sunday, October 20 from 7 PM until 8 PM. There was a celebration for John Mastrioanni, CT Teacher of the Year. There was music by Downright Music
from Collinsville, CT. Kathleen Tracy wrote, “Smart is Cool is an organization in its fourth
year, attempting to give opportunities to young people to show their wide range of abilities and
to increase our appreciation for their unique areas of intelligence.”
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Leading Students cont.
Anti-Bullying Rally
Sedgwick’s first annual Anti-Bullying Rally was held on Wednesday, October 30, 2013 from
6:30 PM until 7:30 PM. Many students, faculty and staff were there to ‘Stand Up’ against bullying. Sedgwick teachers and Student Council Advisors Jessica Serrano, eight grade world language, and Kelly Brouse, sixth grade English, helped their students plan the event.

Movember
On Thanksgiving Eve, members of the Sedgwick staff surprised prostate cancer survivor John
Tracey with a variety of moustaches during "Movember's" campaign to raise awareness of
men's health issues. From left to right are: world language teachers Christine Jacobs and Jessica
Serrano; Leslie Bruenn, seventh grade science; Ginny Connors, seventh grade English; Areej
Nitowski, (Ringleader) seventh grade science; seventh grade social studies teachers John Tracey
and Trish Hartunian. Many other members of the Sedgwick family sported the real thing in
support of the campaign, and to honor past and present male staff members that have been
affected by various health issues. "I am thankful to have the opportunity to work with such
great people," Tracey laughed, and then added that he would like to remind his male colleagues
and their family members to insist on having an annual PSA test administered. "We have good
health insurance," he added. "Use it."
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Leading Students cont.
Unified Theater
On Thursday, November 21 and Friday, November 22, 2013 Unified Theater preformed in the Sedgwick
Auditorium.
“If Kids Ruled The World”……everyone would get presents…..every day would be Christmas…..candy
would be the new fav food group…. and there would be no rules. “If Kids Ruled The World” their new mantras would include : “You’re Not the Boss of Us!” and “We can’t stop”. “If Kids Ruled The World” the Saviors, the Lemon Buddies, and the Royals would be in charge. “If Kids Ruled The World” there would
be opposite days, sugar times, reality switches, and ditched ditch days. Kid Olympics and the Drop Dead
Beautiful beauty contest would be mainstay TV viewing.
“If Kids Ruled The World”, everyone would be in “The Hall of Fame”! (“I love It”!!) and ALL would “Roar”
“We’re All In This Together.”
“If Kids Ruled The World”….perhaps the world would be a better place to live!
After viewing the energies, creativity and camaraderie of the 2013 Sedgwick Middle School’s Unified Theater
production team (166 members strong), one would agree that the world is in for a pleasant surprise!
This unique theatrical production is TOTALLY student run….the scenes are written by student actors…the
show is student directed, produced, and choreographed. Student leaders coordinated the efforts and energies
of the theater and stage crew members. Co-advisors Melissa Lotstein, sixth grade music teacher, and Denise
Brezinski, Extraordinary Needs paraprofessional, assisted as needed.
With such a large student population in tow, Melissa and Denise find “it takes a village” to manage the festivities. Support comes from all corridors of the Sedgwick family…. from set design advisor, Heather Pelkey, Extraordinary Needs paraprofessional, to Zumba fundraising by Trish Hartunian, social studies, to slideshow
creation and special needs classroom liason, Paige Croce, special education teacher, to stage crew supervision,
Jessica Serrano, world language, to nursing liaison Lisa Marie Vitelli, to refreshment coordinator, Renee Kleinmann, social worker, and Amy Tebecio, to student supervision teacher assistants Nazy Kesbar, and Barbara
Davis, Karen Grant, paraprofessional and Jenna Valliere, music. Assistance also came from student teacher
Emily Janacek, student alumni advisor Shayla McKeown, Dr. Jas Singh, principal at Wolcott for lighting and
sound, Mr. Jim Lotstein for photography and Cassidy Jones for videographer.
The mission of Unified Theater is to create and support theatrical troupes equally featuring the talents of individuals with and without special needs. In Unified Theater productions these two populations work side-byside throughout a student-led theatrical process as equally contributing members.
Unified Theater: ability over disability - creativity over conformity - collaboration over competition!
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Kudos go to:
Top Town and High Schools
“Most Challenging High Schools” puts Conard and Hall in the top 400 in the U.S. by the WASHINGTON POST. Conard is in second ranking in CT and 388th in the U.S. Hall is in third
place in CT and 389th in the U.S. The criteria includes the number of students taking AP and/
or IB and advanced IB exams, and the graduation rate.
In US NEWS & WORLD REPORT Conard is in second place in CT and 218th in the U.S.
Hall is in eighth place in CT and 394th in the U.S. The criteria includes the college readiness
index, the number of students taking AP and/or IB exams, student/teacher ratio, and proficiency rates on standardized test.
In NEWSWEEK Conard is in sixteenth place in CT and 720th in the U.S. Hall is in thirteenth
place in CT and 629th in the U.S. The criteria includes the number of students taking AP/IB/
AIC exams, and the average scores on these, graduation rate, college acceptance rate, average
SAT/ACT scores and students enrolled in AP/IB/AICE courses.
FAMILY CIRCLE magazine ranked West Hartford in America’s 10 Best Towns for Families.
The criteria included affordable housing options, green public spaces, strong school systems
and neighbors to count on. For more information see www.FamilyCircle.com/besttowns.
HARTFORD MAGAZINE rated West Hartford #1 in the Greater Hartford region in several
categories. The top ranked large town (over 30,000 in population), best for families and
schools, best for seniors, most affluent, most educated, and best overall. For more information
see http://ctbythenumbers.info/2013/05/28/west-hartford-farmington-cromwell-earn-toptown-titles/.
THE ATLANTIC ranked the Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford area 7th out of the top
50 metro areas in the U.S. for “the best places for recent grads looking to enter the job market..”
With all of those numbers that’s why we love WEHA!
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Kudos go to cont.:
Congrats!
Bugbee School was named a National Blue Ribbon School for 2013 by U. S. Secretary of Education, Arne Duncan. The recognition will be in Washington D.C., and the Bugbee principal
Noam Sturm, curriculum specialist Kirsten Sanderson and Lynn Czernicki, fifth grade teacher
will go to the ceremony.
The project submitted by Ann Gargula, Norfeldt library media specialist and Maria Genca, Hall
ESOL teacher, was accepted by the American Association of School Librarians for the national
conference. The project is “Digital Literacy Transforms ESL High School Students into 21st
Century Learners.” It was entered into the Best Practices Showcase.
Webster Hill was on Channel 3’s Cool Schools segment which airs on Friday mornings.
Cindy Rodriguez, King Philip reading specialist, has a book under contract, and it is scheduled
to be released early 2015. It is a young adult contemporary novel that will be published by
Bloomsbury Children’s Books USA. A brief description of the book is: ‘The spirit of Emily
Dickinson reshapes three modern-day Emilys—two teen girls who suffer from depression but
express it in different ways and a young English teacher who tries to help.’
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WHREA Corner
WHREA Message
I am so proud to be able to continue being an advocate for teachers, but this time around
for the retired teachers of West Hartford. My six years as president of the WHEA produced a lot of my fondest memories and allowed me to work for and with some of the finest people I have ever had the good fortune to know. In fact, the WHREA Executive Board
has a lot of the same members that were also on the WHEA Executive Committee throughout the years. They are very talented people who are creative and dedicated to the continuation of the profession.
My term began July 1st and since then I have had two new experiences: running my first
WHREA meeting and also attending my first Association for Retired Teachers of CT
(ARTC) meeting. As president of the WHREA, I am now on the Board of Directors for
the ARTC. At the ARTC meeting, between dealing with the status of our pension and our
insurance issues, it was a long, but productive meeting. I am not going to bore you with the
specifics now; however, I will give you a quick summary in the next newsletter. Also on October 22nd, I will attend the ARTC luncheon where Denise Nappier will be the featured
speaker. If you remember, she was instrumental in bonding our pension during the “Keep
the Promise” campaign.
On Friday, December 6, the WHREA is hosting its annual Holiday Party at Wampanoag
Country Club in West Hartford. It is so wonderful to get together with so many of the talented former teachers who are part of West Hartford’s amazing legacy.
Susan S. Daly
susansdaly@aol.com
860-997-2665
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Your Credit Union
Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.

MicroSoft ClipArt

Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
•

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

•

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10minute meetings. Stay
informed!

Quote:
“One can live
magnificently in this
world if one knows
how to work and
how to love.”
Leo Tolstoy

•

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

•

Check out the websites
at www.nea.org look
for the member’s benefits page and
www.cea.org.

•

Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.

•

Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
complete the News

Form on the last
page of this issue.
Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.
•

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

•

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
In National News there is still discussion about the budget, and
Obamacare or Affordable Care Act which began October 1, 2013.
The website for information on health care is still having problems.
In state news Connecticut is implementing new the State Educator
Evaluation and Development System (SEED) this year. For more information go to The State Department of Education Evaluation
Guidelines at www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/pressroom/
adopted_peac_guidelines.pdf and/or CT SEED at
www.connecticutseed.org.

Local News
The architects for the New Charter Oak International Academy
School unveiled three proposals for a new school building. The firm
Perkins Eastman presented the three concepts—a Pathway, a Village
and a Campfire scheme. The new school would be built in front of
the present building so that the current school could still be used as
the project is being built. The proposal is for $44.6 million.
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News Form

Date:
Name(s):

School(s):

Subject/Area:

Grade level(s):

Name of the Award or Accomplishment:
Description:

When and where was this received?
Why and how did you receive this honor?
Awarded by whom?
A quote from you:
Attach a photo.
Congratulations on your achievement! Please e‐mail this form to the WHEA office or to me.
If you have any questions or suggestions, please let me know. Thank you.

Joyce Bogdan
PR Chair

