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 Beginning this Year 
 

WHEA is beginning this year with a new President, Ted   

Goerner.  We welcome Ted and send him our best wishes as 
he begins his term.  The Executive Committee includes Ex-
ecutive Vice President Tom Devine, Administrative Vice 
President David Simon, Treasurer Michelle Lacroix, Council 
Chairperson Lisa Garand, Public Relations Chairperson 

Joyce Bogdan.  Newly appointed are Social Committee 
Chairperson Eric Feeney, Political Action Committee Chair-
person John Tracey, and Ethnic and Minority Affairs Com-
mittee Chairperson Lara White.  

As stated in Ted’s letter to the membership dated August 6, 

2015, “One of  my primary goals as I begin my term will be 
improving internal and external communication and a larger 
role for members and officers in the running of  the organi-
zation.  I also want to improve our collaboration with par-
ents in our community.”   

The new webmaster is Shannon McNeice, and she is work-

ing to upgrade the website.  We will let you know when it is 
updated.  

 

  

     

 

 

 

 

 

  



WHEA, CEA & NEA News 

The New School Year 

This year began at ‘A Celebration of  a New Year 2015-2016’ at Conard High School.  The Wel-
come was presented by Steven Cook, Bristow Principal.  Bristow students entertained the audi-
ence with music from Seussical the Musical directed by Sloane Williams, Bristow Language Arts 

teacher.  The MC for the morning was Roszena Haskins, Director for Continuing Education and 
Diversity Advancement.  After greetings were given by Bruce Putterman, a former Bristow stu-
dent spoke about her ‘Insights of  a Student.’  This past year’s Teacher of  the Year, Brittney 
Zieller, introduced the Teacher of  Year 2015-2016, Jennifer Lanese, Hall English teacher.  The 
inspirational message was given by Superintendent Tom Moore.     

 

WHEA Social/Political Mixer 

The WHEA is hosting a “Meet and Greet” event on Friday, October 16, 2015 at 7:00 PM.  It 
will be held at the American Legion Hayes-Velhage Post 96, 45 Raymond Rd., West Hartford, 
CT.  This is located in Blue Back Square across from Whole Foods.  The candidates for West 
Hartford town positions such as Board of  Education, Town Council and Town Clerk will be 

present.  They will give brief  speeches which will be followed by a question and answer period.  
It is important to attend.  There is parking available in the Isham parking garage next to the 
American Legion.  Be sure to bring your parking ticket with you to be validated.  Come out to 
meet your colleagues and enjoy an evening with great food!   

 

 

Tutition Reimbursement Procedure 

If  you are taking a college or university course(s) in the 2015-2016 school year, including the 
summer session until July 1, 2016, you need to have prior approval, and you need to submit a 
form for reimbursement.  You can email Laura Coyne for the information.  Depending on the 
number of  teachers who apply for reimbursement you could receive up to $800.  The deadline 
for submitting the form is December 1, 2015.     
 

 

 

   Page 2                              WHEA WORLD                                    Sept. 2015 



WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont. 

A Look Back at the Summer 

West Hartford had many different summer programs held at various locations around town. 
Whiting Lane had five different programs with a focus on preschool through first grade stu-
dents.  Bristow had students in grades 2-8.  Wampanoag had four different programs with stu-

dents from grade 6 through post secondary level.  Conard had high school students in two sum-
mer sessions.  Smith had Summer Connections with students in grades 1-5 and Morley had the 
ESOL Summer program with students in grades 1-8.   
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Here are some of the people who worked with students 
in one of the many summer programs in West Hartford.  
This was at Morley in the ESOL Summer program. 



WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont. 

CEA Summer Leadership 

CEA held its annual Summer Leadership Conference on August 3  through August 5.  It was at 
Mohegan Sun Convention Center, Uncasville, CT.  There were many interesting sessions being 
offered and several of  our members attended.  Michelle LaCroix, Lisa Horan and Shoshana Le-

plante explained that Summer Leadership was an opportunity to meet teachers from many other 
districts and learn about the process of  negotiations. They enjoyed the conversations and the 
mock negotiations at the end of  the workshop the best. They also, learned what a valuable re-
source the CEA website is. It shows many other districts actual contracts and the language that 
they have in their contracts which was helpful to look at. Also, in the session that they attended, 
they learned a little about the State Health plan and how we may be included in the future. Eve-

ryone who attended Summer Leadership found it to be informative and a great experience to get 
to know teachers across districts and within your own district.  This opportunity is always highly 
recommended to other colleagues. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CEA Hartford County Forum  
CEA Hartford County Forum will be held on Monday, October 5, 2015 at The Lodge at 

Maneeley’s in South Windsor.  This is the business meeting for CEA with reports from the offi-
cers and committees.  Several WHEA members will be attending.   
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont. 

NEA/RA 
By Michelle Tremblay Lacroix 

On July 1 through July 7, 2015 Dave Dippolino, Lisa Garand and I represented the West Hart-
ford Education Association at the NEA/RA in Orlando, Florida where nearly 10,000 teachers 

from across the country attended.  While participating in the assembly our colleagues and I par-
ticipated in daily state caucus and delegation meetings throughout the week. We reviewed, dis-
cussed, and actively engaged in the voting process of  proposed amendments to the NEA consti-
tution, bylaws, and standing rules. This information can be found on the NEA website or in the 
NEA Newsletter.  We developed relationships with educators from throughout our coun-
try. Lisa Garand was the CT State Delegate Representative for Ohio, Rhode Island and New 

York.  CEA held an event that was well attended in support of  the LGBTQ.   As a whole, this 
event was an intense learning endeavor.   

The overall take back from the representative assembly was as follows:"Teachers cannot afford 
to behave as loyal servants under policies that are intended to destroy our schools.  

Our loyalty must be to our students, to their needs, to their hopes and dreams. Our work as edu-

cators must extend well beyond the classroom, or else there will no longer be any classrooms in 
which we can work..." 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

http://seekonk.massteacher.org/images/NEA_logo.JPG 
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont. 
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In the photo on the top left are CEA Delegates at the NEA/RA includ-
ing Michelle Lacroix and David Dippolino.  
In the photo on the top right is David Dippolino, CEA Board of Direc-
tors, at the podium on the floor of the NEA/RA discussing a business 
item.   
In the bottom photo is a look at part of the NEA/RA floor.   
Photos by Michelle Lacroix 



 Check out the Member 
Benefits pages at 
www.nea.org and 
www.cea.org. 

 
 Stay informed with 

school policies and in-
formation by visiting 
www.whps.org.     

 Read  “WHEA World” 

at www.whea.org.  To 
add your news, please 
email the PR Chair.                

 Check out upcoming 
events, e-mail ad-
dresses for officers at 

www.whea.org.     

 Attend your building 
rep’s monthly 10- 
minute meetings. Stay 
informed! 

 Check out the home 
mailings from NEA 
and CEA.  If  you are 
not receiving them 
contact your building 
rep.  

 Watch for your 
news in upcoming 
editions. 

 Questions, con-

cerns? Talk to your 
building rep.       

 Check the website 
for the Foundation 
for West Hartford 

Public Schools 
Grants at 
www.fwhps.org.   

 

Your Credit Union 

Quick Tips 
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Quote: 

“We will be known 

forever by the tracks 
we leave.” 

Dakota proverb 
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MicroSoft ClipArt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union 

     All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers, 
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal 

Credit Union.  The credit union offers a wide variety of  products 
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans, 
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line 
banking.  In addition, they are part of  a network of  over 30,000 
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide. 

     Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.  
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are 
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.   

     The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hart-
ford.  For more information, including a form that allows you to 
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext. 

203.  They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as 
well as on Facebook and MySpace.             advertisement 

 

 



Current Issues 

 

National, State News  

On September 29, 2015 Governor Dannel Malloy was at Conard 

High School.  He and State of Connecticut, Department of Educa-

tion Commissioner Dianna Wentzell; State Senator Beth Bye and 

State Representative Andrew Fleischmann explained the plan to 

some Conard students.  Also at the meeting were Conard Principal 

Julio Duarte, and Superintendent Tom Moore.  The plan is to re-

place the eleventh grade Smarter Balance Assessment (SBAC) with 

the revised SAT.  This will occur later this year.  CT has received 

approval from the U.S. Department of Education.   

  

 

 

 

 

Local News                                                                          

At Conard several students were able to meet Governor Dannel 

Malloy.  He attended Chris Islaub’s Advanced Placement (AP)      

U. S. History class and answered students’ questions.  The Gover-

nor was at Conard to discuss the changes in eleventh grade testing 

for 2016.  The controversy continues about the SBAC testing for 

other grades.  For photos and more information see http://we-

ha.com/gov-malloy-state-officials-reaffirm-commitment-to-reduce-

testing-at-visit-to-conard/  
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