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its members and their families a wonderful holiday
season. We hope that you will enjoy the Holiday Recess with time to relax, and visit with family and
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Happy New Year! See you in 2017!
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
Political Mixer
On Friday, October 21, 2016 at 7 PM WHEA held a Political Mixer at the American Legion
Hayes-Velhage Post 96 in Blue Back Square. The WHEA Political Action Committee invited
candidates who were running in this year’s election. Several of the candidates spoke, including
Green Party candidate for U.S. Senate Jeff Russell; incumbent 5th District State Senate candidate
Beth Bye (D) and challenger Mark Merritt (R); incumbent 18th District State Representative
Andy Fleischmann (D) and challenger Robert Levine (R); and 19th District State Representative
candidates Derek Slap (D) and Chris Barnes (R.) It was an informative evening and an opportunity to meet the candidates in-person with our colleagues.

Election
For the first time in recent history WHEA endorsed candidates running for office. The WHEA
Political Action Committee (PAC) recommended to Rep. Council that they endorse Beth Bye,
Andrew Fleischmann, and Derek Slap for state offices. The PAC Chair John Tracey said that is
was important not to just stand on the sidelines. Rep. Council decided that WHEA endorsements will be a declaration of support that will entail no monetary outlay. The group voted to
endorse these candidates and all three of them were elected. The State Representative from the
20th Assembly District Joe Verrengia (D) was unopposed. For more information see http://weha.com/democrats-sweep-west-hartford-2016-election/. Congratulations!

Dec. 2016

WHEA W

Page 3

WHEA, CEA & NEA News
Ethnic Affairs Committee
The Ethnic Affairs Committee is looking for educators who are interested in participating and
supporting the WHPS Future Educators of Diversity Program. They are looking for teachers in
all grades that might like to mentor a high school student and/or open their classroom to a student intern. If you are interested please contact Jamahl Hines.

GALA
On Friday, November 4, 2016 the Nutmeg Big Brothers/Big Sisters Gala was held. Three members of WHEA were honored to be chosen by CEA to attend the 50th Anniversary of this organization. The Gala is the main fundraiser for this organization and they raise thousands of
dollars for needy children throughout the area. The event took place at the Society Room, 31
Pratt Street, Hartford.

In the photo from left to right are Tom Devine, Theresa
McKeown and Ted Goerner at the Gala.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT:
CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS
by Michelle Lacroix, Special Education teacher Norfeldt School
On Tuesday evening, November 29, 2016, CEA’s Human & Civil Rights Commission presented
HIDDEN IN PLAIN SIGHT: CHILDREN OF INCARCERATED PARENTS. This presentation was a teacher to teacher book discussion of Ruby on the Outside with acclaimed author
Nora Raleigh Baskin. I had the opportunity to learn along with educators from various parts of
Connecticut. We listened to author, Nora Raleigh Baskins, graciously and passionately share her
story. She is an amazing writer who makes a difference in the world through her stories. Ms.
Baskin spoke of her journey as a writer, researcher and how her books came to fruition. She
recognized one of her teachers as the person who inspired her, in a challenging time in her life,
to write. She encouraged the teachers present to be that that kind of teacher; to make the difference in a child’s life.
We learned that 2.2 million people in the United States are incarcerated, leaving 1 out every 25
children without a parent or parents. Joy Haenlein, program director of CLICC, discussed her
research around children of the incarcerated and her program that promotes communication,
reduces anxiety, and promotes literacy.
For more information see resources: Connecting through Literacy: Incarcerated parents, Children & Caregivers (CLICC); Rehabilitation through the Arts http://www.rta-arts.org/programs;
Annie Casey Foundation http://www.aecf.org/; Mothers of Bedford https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WxrwviqwyRo; Osbourne Bill of rights for children of incarcerated parents http://www.osborneny.org/index.cfm; Hour Children http://hourchildren.org/
#/1.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
CEA Stronger Together
CEA Hartford County Forum will be held on Monday, February 6, 2017 at The Lodge at
Maneeley’s in South Windsor. This is the business meeting for CEA with reports from the officers and committees. Several WHEA members will be attending. If you are interested in attending please contact Ted Goerner.
The Connecticut Education Foundation (CEF) has again successfully completed the 2016 Holiday Bear Project. This is their holiday gift-giving project that links CEA members, the public
and businesses with needy public school students. This project brings joy to many students.

CEA Supporting Teachers
CEA held an event on December 12, 2016 from 4:00 until 7:30 PM called Supporting Muslim Students and Families: What Every Teacher Needs to Know. It took place at Fairfield University. The presenters were Dr. M. Saud Anwar, founder and co-chair of the American Muslim Peace Initiative;
Shazia Chaudhry, co-facilitator of the Anti-Defamation League’s (ADL) Jewish-Muslim Dialogue
Group; and Marji Lipshez-Shapiro, Senior Associate Director of the ADL.
CEA held a workshop on December 14 at Mystic Seaport. This event introduced teachers to
two programs: Explorers and Navigators for grades two through four and Finding Our Way: Navigation at Sea for grades five through twelve.
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Your Credit

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.

MicroSoft ClipArt

Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
•
Quote:
“We read to know
that we are not
alone.”
C.S. Lewis

•

•

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.
Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10- minute meetings. Stay
informed!
Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

•

•

•

Check out the Member
Benefits pages at
www.nea.org and
www.cea.org.
Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
email the PR Chair.

•

Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.

•

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

•

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
President–elect Donald Trump is putting together his choices for cabinet positions. He has chosen Linda McMahon from Connecticut to
head up the Small Business Administration. She has run twice to represent our state in the U.S. Senate. Linda and her husband are cofounders of the franchise World Wrestling Entertainment (WWE).
One of Trump’s other choices is Betsy DeVos to lead the Department
of Education. NEA’s news article of November 23, 2016 stated that
she is “best known for her anti-public education campaigns.” For
more information about Linda McMahon see http://
www.cnn.com/2016/12/07/politics/linda-mcmahon-picked-to-besmall-business-administrator/. Go to CEA blog to add your name to
a letter to demand a U.S. Secretary of Education who also supports
education at https://blogcea.org/2016/12/13/demand-a-secretary-of
-education-who-supports-high-quality-public-schools-for-everystudent/. For more information about Betsy DeVos see http://
educationvotes.nea.org/2016/11/30/5-reasons-trump-pick-betsydevos-wrong-secretary-education/ and http://www.nea.org/
home/69329.htm and http://www.nytimes.com/2016/12/12/us/
politics/betsy-devos-how-trumps-education-nominee-bent-detroit-toher-will-on-charter-schools.html?
hpw&rref=us&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=wellregion&region=bottom-well&WT.nav=bottom-well.

Local News
Hartford Mayor Luke Bronin led a town hall meeting in West Hartford on Tuesday, December 6, 2016. He spoke about the financial
problems facing Hartford. This was his first trip to the suburbs to
look for help from neighboring towns. He spoke about many proposals and updated the audience about the situation in Hartford. He
suggested consolidating and regionalizing some services. For more
information see http://www.courant.com/news/connecticut/hchartford-bronin-west-hartford-1207-20161206-story.html and
https://www.whctv.org/.

