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Special points of
interest:
Your 2017-2018
Officers:
As we come to the end the year there have been many
changes in our state and in the country. The following is information from CEA President Sheila Cohen’s letter to Legislators dated October 23, 2017 about the new tax in Connecticut. The Connecticut ‘Teacher Tax’ increases the teacher’s payroll taxes from 6% to 7%. “This will cost the average
teacher about $750 per year and would raise $38 million in
additional teacher payroll taxes. This increase does not
strengthen the teacher retirement fund or add to the fund. It
increases the share that teachers pay in to the Teacher Retirement System, and reduces the state’s share and payment by the
same amount. . .” For more information see the entire letter
at https://blogcea.org/2017/10/23/cea-to-legislators-yes-itis-a-teacher-tax/
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
Meet the Candidates and Political Mixer
On Friday, October 13, 2017 at Sedgwick Middle School WHEA held a Meet the Candidates
and Political Mixer. Candidates for the West Hartford Town Council and Board of Education
as well as our present State Legislators attended. Many colleagues met to hear from the candidates that appeared on the West Hartford ballot in November. Thank you to all who attended.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Meet the Candidates and Political Mixer cont.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Meet the Candidates and Political Mixer cont.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
WHPS Student Art Work
CEA is featuring student artwork from around the state. A bulletin board filled with artwork
from West Hartford elementary and middle schools is being showcased at CEA. The display began at the beginning of December and will stay up until early January. The children and their
parent will be invited by CEA to come to view their artwork. For more information see http://
www.cea.org/issues/news/2017/dec/06/student-artwork-wanted.cfm

Inspiring Equity Multimedia Exhibit
Our own Michelle Lacroix is the Grant Coordinator for this Inspiring Equity exhibit! On Thursday, December 14 and Saturday, December 16 the public exhibit opening of Inspiring Equity
Multimedia Exhibit, We All Have a Story to Tell: Inspiring Equity through Community Conversations Project will be held at the West Hartford Town Hall from 6:30 PM until 8:30 PM. For more
information please see the following link: http://www.whps.org/cf_news/view.cfm?
newsid=2079
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Communication
If you have an upcoming event in your classroom or school, CEA would like to know. They
would like to feature your stories in the CEA Advisor! You can contact Nancy Andrews at nancya@cea.org or Lesia Winiarskyj at lesiaw@cea.org or contact Joyce Bogdan, WHEA and CEA
PR Chair.
There are several ways to keep up with the latest information from WHEA and CEA.
WHEA has several avenues of communication. We have the WHEA website at www.whea.org.
You can sign up for the blog and receive the latest information and read WHEA World. Like us
on our new Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-EducationAssociation-WHEA-1182513598536131/. In addition if you would like to receive additional political information you can send your email to Ted Goerner.
CEA has their Facebook page. Like them at https://www.facebook.com/CTEdAssoc/ or sign
up for weekly updates at www.BlogCEA.org CEA is part of CT ED Watch, Connecticut’s
Source for Public Education published by Teacher Policy Institute at www.CTEDWatch.org.
You can sign up to subscribe to their list.

CEA County Forum
The first CEA Hartford County Forum for this school year was held on Monday, October 16,
2017. It was held at Maneeley’s in South Windsor and is the main business meeting. The next
meeting will be on Monday, January 22, 2018 at Maneeley’s, 65 Rye St., South Windsor at 5 PM.
If you are interested in attending please contact Theresa McKeown.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
CEA President in New Role
CEA President Sheila Cohen has been appointed to serve on the National Council of State Education Associations, NCSES NEA affiliate Fiscal Health Task Force. She has also been named to
the planning committee for the Management Collective Bargaining Conference. For more information see the CEA Advisor October-November 2017 issue.

CEA Ad Campaign
Have you seen the new television CEA PR advertising Campaign? Teachers from Connecticut
towns are featured in the advertisements. It is to shine a light on what we do each day to provide
instruction and caring to all of our students. The message is, “Every student, every teacher matters.” The ads aired on CT major television networks, cable channels, radio stations and online
news sites. To see the ads go to www.cea.org/kidsmatter and www.cea.org/potential.

CEA Resources
The new free CEA Guide Teacher Evaluation Made Simple, 2017-2018 CEA Guide to a Successful
Summative Rating, is available online at www.cea.org/teval. Check it out this guide to help you
navigate the TEVAL program.
The New Teacher Guide, Strategies to Make the Most of Your First Year 2017-2018, is also available free
at www.cea.org/ntg.
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Your Credit

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.
Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
·

·

·

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

·

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10- minute meetings. Stay
informed!

·

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

·

Check out the Member
Benefits pages at
www.nea.org and
www.cea.org.
Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
email the PR Chair.

·

Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.

·

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

·

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
The new lawsuit Janus v. AFSCME looks to undermine employee protections and attacks teachers’ organizing and collective bargaining
rights. The suit continues the attack on unions, teachers’ salaries, benefits and working conditions. For more information see the CEA Advisor October-November 2017 issue.

Local News
The WHEA Political Action Committee made recommendations for
endorsements for the local races. The WHEA Representative Council
voted on the recommendations and endorsed candidates who did win
in the election. The following shows the results for the November
election for the Town of West Hartford. According to the Secretary
of State’s website the winners for the Town Council were Democrats
Shari Cantor, Beth Kerrigan, Leon Davidoff, Dallas Dodge, Beth
Wenograd, Liam Sweeney and Republicans Chris Barnes, Chris Williams, and Mary Fay. The winners for the Board of Education were
Democrats Cheryl Greenberg, Lorna Thomas-Farquharson, Deb
Polun and Republican Robert Levine.

