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Special points of
interest:
Your 2017-2018
Officers:
The case of Janus v. American Federation of State, County, and
Municipal Employees (AFSCME) Council 31 brought by lawyers
for the anti-union National Right to Work Committee was
heard at the United States Supreme Court on February 26,
2018. This case is, “to decide whether states may continue
to permit public-sector employers (including school districts)
to require all employees who benefit from a collectivebargaining agreement to contribute their fair share of the
costs of reaching and enforcing that agreement. . .” as stated
in NEA’s article Janus v. AFSCME Council 31--What’s at Stake
for School Districts. This agency fee payment agreement has
been upheld for almost 50 years. The court’s decision is expected in June 2018. This year there are 9 Supreme Court
Judges who will hear this case. For more information see
http://www.cea.org/conntact/2018/jan/straight-talk-aboutjanus.cfm and http://www.cea.org/advisor/2017/decjan/4/.
By Sara Pomponi
CEA Regional Organizer
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News
New Teachers Social
The New Teachers Social was held on Friday, January 26, 2018 at Brio’s at WestFarms Mall,
Farmington, CT. Several new teachers enjoyed meeting other WHEA members.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
New Teachers Social cont.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Inspiring Equity Multimedia Exhibit
The public opening of Inspiring Equity Multimedia Exhibit, We All Have a Story to Tell: Inspiring Equity through Community Conversations Project was held on Thursday, December 14 and Saturday, December 16, 2017 at the West Hartford Town Hall from 6:30 PM until 8:30 PM. This
was a project of the West Hartford Public Schools that seeks to bring our schools and community together through the lens of individual and collective stories. There is also a book that can be
purchased, Community, Voices toward equity West Hartford listens, stories shared with Michelle Tremblay Lacroix, Grant Coordinator; and photography by Jamie Kaminski. The photos come to life
with the ‘Live Portrait’ app.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
Communication
If you have an upcoming event in your classroom or school, CEA would like to know. They
would like to feature your stories in the CEA Advisor! You can contact Nancy Andrews at nancya@cea.org or Lesia Winiarskyj at lesiaw@cea.org or contact Joyce Bogdan, WHEA and CEA
PR Chair.
There are several ways to keep up with the latest information from WHEA and CEA.
WHEA has several avenues of communication. We have the WHEA website at www.whea.org.
You can sign up for the blog and receive the latest information and read WHEA World. Like us
on our new Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/West-Hartford-EducationAssociation-WHEA-1182513598536131/. In addition if you would like to receive additional political information you can send your email to Ted Goerner.
CEA has their Facebook page. Like them at https://www.facebook.com/CTEdAssoc/ or sign
up for weekly updates at www.BlogCEA.org CEA is part of CT ED Watch, Connecticut’s
Source for Public Education published by Teacher Policy Institute at www.CTEDWatch.org.
You can sign up to subscribe to their list.

West Hartford’s Cookin’! will take place on Saturday, March 24, 2018 from 6:30 PM until 9:00
PM at the West Hartford Town Hall. Many West Hartford celebrity chefs will cook their favorite
dishes for your enjoyment. The proceeds benefit the Foundation for West Hartford Public
Schools.
WHEA will host the CEA workshop Ten Steps to Proficiency or Better. It will be held on Monday,
April 23, 2018 at Conard room 169 from 4 PM until 5:30 PM.
WHEA hosted CEA Robyn Kaplan-Cho who presented the retirement workshop that was held
on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at Hall High.
The WHEA Recognition Dinner will be held on Thursday, May 31, 2018 from 5:30 PM until 10
PM. It will be held at the Farmington Club, Farmington, CT.
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WHEA, CEA & NEA News cont.
CEA Events
If you are interested in any of the following please email Theresa McKeown.
The CEA Hartford County Forum was held on Monday, January 22, 2018. It was held at
Maneeley’s in South Windsor and is the main business meeting. The next meeting will be on
Monday, April 16, 2018 at Maneeley’s, 65 Rye St., South Windsor at 5 PM.
The CEA R/A will be held on Friday, May 18 and Saturday, May 19 at the Mohegan Sun. This is
the main business meeting of CEA. There will be elections for CEA positions.

CEA Resources
The new free CEA Guide Teacher Evaluation Made Simple, 2017-2018 CEA Guide to a Successful
Summative Rating, is available online at www.cea.org/teval. Check it out this guide to help you
navigate the TEVAL program.
The New Teacher Guide, Strategies to Make the Most of Your First Year 2017-2018, is also available free
at www.cea.org/ntg.
www.CEA.org/mb

NEA News
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Your Credit

Franklin Trust Federal Credit Union
All West Hartford Public Schools staff, employees, volunteers,
and students are eligible for membership in Franklin Trust Federal
Credit Union. The credit union offers a wide variety of products
and services, including savings accounts, checking accounts, loans,
mortgages, credit cards, debit cards, direct deposit, and on-line
banking. In addition, they are part of a network of over 30,000
surcharge-free ATMs nationwide.
Franklin Trust was founded as a teachers’ credit union in 1934.
Now the fourth oldest federal credit union in the country, they are
celebrating their 77th anniversary this year.
The credit union’s main office is at 632 Franklin Avenue in Hartford. For more information, including a form that allows you to
sign up through the mail, call Franklin Trust at (860) 296-4379, ext.
203. They can be found on the web at www.franklintrust.org, as
well as on Facebook and MySpace.
advertisement

Quick Tips
·

·

·

Check out upcoming
events, e-mail addresses for officers at
www.whea.org.

·

Attend your building
rep’s monthly 10- minute meetings. Stay
informed!

·

Check out the home
mailings from NEA
and CEA. If you are
not receiving them
contact your building
rep.

·

Check out the Member
Benefits pages at
www.nea.org and
www.cea.org.
Stay informed with
school policies and information by visiting
www.whps.org.
Read “WHEA World”
at www.whea.org. To
add your news, please
email the PR Chair.

·

Watch for your
news in upcoming
editions.

·

Questions, concerns? Talk to your
building rep.

·

Check the website
for the Foundation
for West Hartford
Public Schools
Grants at
www.fwhps.org.
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Current Issues

National, State News
Teachers urge lawmakers to find solutions for the constant school underfunding. From the CEA Advisor, “CEA leaders and teachers continue to work hard to ensure adequate ECS funding, minimize disruption to students, save public schools from massive cuts, and protect
teachers’ jobs.” For more information see the CEA Advisor February
-March 2018 issue, page 4.

Local News
The CEA is offering a bus to Hartford or Washington D.C. for the
March for Our Lives Rally. In the aftermath of the tragic school shooting in Parkland, FL, school safety is again in the spotlight across the
country. From the CEA Blog, “Many CEA members have expressed
an interest in participating in March for Our Lives rallies on March 24,
where they plan to stand with students and advocate for decisive,
meaningful Congressional action to ensure school safety.” For more
information see the CEA Blog or contact CEA.

